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Humane Farm Animal Care is a non-profit charity the mission of which is to improve the lives of 
farm animals by providing viable, credible, duly monitored standards for humane food 
production and assuring consumers that certified producers meet these standards. 

 
Humane Farm Animal Care is supported by a consortium of Animal Protection Organizations, 
Individuals, and Foundations. 

 
Humane Farm Animal Care Standards have been developed to provide the only approved 
standards for the rearing, handling, transport and slaughter of Goats for use in the “Certified 
Humane” program. These standards incorporate scientific research, veterinary advice, and the 
practical experience of the farming industry. The standards are based on current scientific 
information and other practical standards and guidelines recognized for the proper care of 
animals.  Where legislation requires a higher welfare standard, the higher standard will apply. 

 
Animal welfare is improved when livestock managers adhere to the following: 

 Access to wholesome and nutritious feed 

 Appropriate environmental design 

 Caring and responsible planning and management 

 Skilled, knowledgeable, and conscientious animal care 

 Considerate handling, transport, and slaughter 
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Note: many breeds of goats deposit most of their fat internally (primarily dairy breeds), 
and hence standard techniques that assess lumbar fat and muscle may be inaccurate. 
Condition scoring in goats should comprise an average of lumbar and sternal scores. 
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Lumbar Scores: 
 

Score Appearance Condition 

 
0 

 
Extremely emaciated 

Bones of the skeleton are obvious; junctions 
between vertebrae are readily perceptible to the 
touch; skin seems in direct contact with bones. 

 
1 

Very lean Body angular; lumbar vertebrae prominent, with 
transverse processes readily palpable 

 

2 

 
Lean 

Lumbar vertebrae less prominent; transverse 
processes easily palpated but with some tissue 
cover 

 
3 

Good condition Lumbar vertebrae and transverse processes 
palpable but with reasonable cover; moderately 
rounded appearance to the body 

 

4 

 

Fat 

Lumbar vertebrae only palpable with gentle 
pressure and the transverse processes with firm 
pressure; body smooth and rounded 

 

 
5 

 

 
Obese 

Vertical processes cannot be detected even with 
pressure; there is a dimple in the fat layers 
where processes should be; transverse processes 
cannot be detected; loin muscles are very full 
and covered with very thick fat 

 

Sternal Scores: 
 

Score Appearance Condition 

 
0 

Extremely emaciated 
Chondro-sternal joints are very prominent; bony 
surfaces of the sternum are very obvious to the 
touch; the hardened area of skin lacks mobility 

 
1 

Very lean 
Chondro-sternal joints are rounded but still very 
easily felt; hollow in the midline of the sternum 
is not filled in; the hardened area of skin is loose 

 

2 

 
Lean 

Chondro-sternal joints are difficult to feel; 
considerable amount of internal fat which forms 
a furrow along middle of sternum; subcutaneous 
fat fills this furrow and extends to lateral border 
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    of sternum and ends posteriorly at hollow of last 

sternal joint 
 
 
 

 
3 

 
 
 

Good condition 

Bones of sternum are no longer detectable but 
the ribs can be felt; thickness of internal fat 
makes a fatty layer along the lateral edge of 
sternum; subcutaneous fat forms a mobile mass 
which extends in a thin band to the rear in 
hollow of last sternal joint; when whole sternum 
is grasped with the hand, two large depressions 
between these masses and the bone can be 
detected on each side 

 
 

4 

 
 
Fat 

Neither sternum nor ribs are detectable; a 
shallow depression can be detected on either 
side by palpation; at the rear, depression on last 
sternal joint remains 

 
5 

 
Obese 

Subcutaneous fatty mass is no longer mobile; 
contours are rounded without depressions on 
each side; hollow on last sternal joint is filled in 

 
 

FW 6: Avoiding changes in feed 
a. Efforts must be made to avoid sudden changes in type and quantity of feed, unless 

directed by a veterinarian. 
b. For both market and mature goats, systems involving high intake of cereal-based diets 

require an appropriate introductory feeding period, during which sufficient roughage or 
a suitable high-fiber concentrate must also be fed. 

c. During the adjustment period to high-fiber concentrate diets: 
1. High levels of concentrates should be split into more than one meal per day; and 
2. Mineral mixtures must be specifically designed, and appropriate for the animal to 

avoid causing problems (e.g., urinary problems in male animals). 
 

FW 7: Providing fiber 
Goats must be provided with feed or forage containing adequate, suitable fiber to allow 
rumination. 

 
FW 8: Pasture 
When climatic and geographic conditions allow, goats must have free, voluntary access to 
pasture or an outdoor exercise area. 

 
FW 9: Feeding supplementary concentrates 
a. Groups of goats fed supplementary concentrates must have sufficient trough space to 

eat at the same time. 
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b. There must be sufficient trough space for forages to ensure that, within 24 hours, all 
goats have sufficient access to meet their nutritional requirements. 

c. When calculating required trough space, the following must be considered: 
1. The size of the animals; 
2. The number of animals; and 
3. The presence or absence of horns. 

d. Sufficient trough space or feeding areas must be provided to minimize aggression due 
to competition for feed. 

 
FW 10: Supplying adequate nutrients 
Goats must not be kept for longer than 24 hours in an environment that is known to be 
nutrient deficient (e.g., holding pens, stubble, or exhausted root crops) unless appropriate 
nutritional supplements are provided. 

 
FW 11: Appropriate feed for special needs goats 
Goats that are unable to eat normally due to damaged, missing, or loose teeth, must be 
supplied with feed that they are able to eat and digest (e.g., sufficiently long grass or 
concentrates). 

 
FW 12: Trough feeding 
a. Troughs must be kept clean and stale feed removed. 
b. Troughs must be designed to withstand climbing and prevent injuries to goats. 
c. Automatic feeding equipment must be: 

1. Cleaned at least once a week; and 
2. Maintained in good working order. 

 
FW 13: Cleaning tools used for liquid feeding 
Equipment and utensils used for liquid feeding must be thoroughly cleansed daily, and 
routinely sanitized. 

 
FW 14: Wholesomeness of stored feed 
a. Stored feeds, such as hay and silage, must be: 

1. Protected from vermin and other animals; 
2. Of good quality; and 
3. Palatable to goats. 

b. To reduce contamination by bird feces and other animals, all feed hoppers/bins (storage 
containers) must be covered. 

 
FW 15: Avoiding unsuitable feedstuffs 
Practices must be in place to prevent access to poisonous plants and unsuitable feedstuffs. 

 
FW 16: Weaning 
a. Kids must not be weaned before 6 weeks of age. 
b. Kids must have access to dry feed (e.g., creep feed, hay, grass) from 2 weeks of age to 

encourage proper rumen development. 
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E 11: Winter shelter 
In winter, additional shelter or windbreaks must be provided for stock. 
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M 3: Artificial Insemination 
Artificial insemination must only be performed by a veterinarian or a skilled and trained 
individual. 

 
M 4: Range management systems 
Range management systems must make best use of local knowledge, traditions, and 
practices to ensure the highest possible welfare standards. 

 
M 5: Mitigating problems 
Managers must understand the times and circumstances in which goats are prone to 
welfare problems in their own unit and must be able to demonstrate their competence in 
recognizing and dealing with these problems. 

 
M 6: Awareness of welfare implications 
a. Managers must be aware of the welfare implications of, and also be able to 

demonstrate their proficiency in, procedures that have the potential to cause suffering 
so as to minimize that suffering. Examples are: 
1. Kidding; 
2. Injection; 
3. Oral dosing; 
4. Dehorning; 
5. Castration; 
6. Shearing; 
7. Milking procedures; 
8. Hoof trimming and maintenance; 
9. Euthanasia 

b. They must know when to give colostrum and how to avoid the problems of 
mismothering. 

 
M 7: Training 
Prior to being given responsibility for the welfare of livestock, managers must be properly 
trained and be able to: 

1. Recognize signs of normal behavior, abnormal behavior, pain and fear; 
2. Recognize signs of common diseases, understand their prevention and control, and 

know when to seek veterinary help; 
3. Have a basic knowledge of what constitutes proper nutrition in goats; 
4. Have knowledge of body condition scoring; 
5. Understand functional anatomy of the normal foot, its care and treatment; and 
6. Have knowledge of kidding, and of the care of the newborn kid. 

 
M 8: Compassionate handling 
a. Managers must be able to demonstrate competence in handling animals in a positive 

and compassionate manner. 
b. Managers must be able to demonstrate their proficiency in procedures that have the 

potential to cause discomfort (e.g. injections, foot trimming, dehorning, castration, and 
marking). 
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H 9: Assistance during kidding 
When a stockperson experiences difficulty in delivering a live kid, skilled assistance must 
be sought promptly. 

 
H 10: Removing dead kids 
Fetotomy (removal of dead kids from the uterus of a doe using obstetrical equipment) must 
be carried out only by a veterinarian. 

 
H 11: Training for treating kids 
Employees working with newborn kids must be trained in: 

1. The use of stomach tubes for feeding weak kids and 
2. Treatment techniques for hypothermia in kids 
3. Perinatal care, including navel dipping. 

 
H 12: Feeding kids 
a. All kids must receive colostrum in the first 8 hours after birth. 
b. To ensure that kids remain in good condition without dehydration, orphan kids must be 

fed a suitable milk substitute (e.g., milk replacer or commercial goat milk): 
1. A minimum of 3 times daily in the first four weeks; and 
2. At least 2 times daily after four weeks of age until weaning. 

c. When automatic feeding equipment is provided, kids must be trained in its use to 
ensure adequate intake of feed. 

d. From the end of the second week of life, kids must also have access to: 
1. Palatable and nutritious solid feed (which may be pasture); and 
2. Fresh, clean water. 

 
H 13: Artificial rearing 
Close attention to individual kid health and feed consumption and high standards of 
stockmanship must be applied when artificial rearing is practiced. 

 
H 14: Physical alterations 
a. The only physical alterations that are allowed under the Animal Care Standards, are as 

follows (except those done for therapeutic reasons by a veterinarian): 
1. Castration 

 
 

 
 

a) When necessary, castration may be performed on kids that are between 24 
hours and 7 days old. Castration should ideally be carried out surgically by, or 
under the supervision of, a veterinarian. Rubber rings are acceptable when 
castration is performed by trained on-farm personnel, as this is a simpler 

Castration can be avoided by marketing buck kids prior to their sexual maturity, or by 
practicing herd segregation to prevent indiscriminate breeding. When procedure is carried 
out, use of a local anesthetic and analgesics for pain management is recommended. 
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method, with less potential for complications and infection. In tetanus prone 
areas, tetanus antitoxin should be administered when castration is performed. 

b) In the event of a failure, or unintentional omission of the rubber ring, the use of 
a bloodless castrator, a burdizzo, or surgical castration, performed by a 
veterinarian, on kids between the ages of 1 week to 4 weeks is allowed. 

 
2. Disbudding 

 
 

 
 

a) When necessary, cautery disbudding must occur between 3 and 10 days of age 
in order to cause the least possible distress to the kids. 

b) Dehorning with rubber rings is not acceptable in goats, due to risks of sinus 
infections and severe pain resulting in anorexia. 

c) The use of cautery paste for disbudding is not acceptable. 
d) Care must be taken not to overheat the kid’s head during the procedure. 
e) Kids must be returned to their normal surroundings as soon as possible after the 

procedure. 
f) If dehorning is necessary on a kid over 10 days of age or on any adult animal, 

the procedure must be done by a veterinarian using local or general anesthesia. 
3. Supernumerary teat removal 

If necessary, removal of supernumerary teats may be performed within 7 days of 
birth. Older kids or does must have teats removed under local anesthesia by a 
veterinarian. 

b. All of the above management procedures must be: 
1. Carried out by a suitably trained, competent person; and 
2. Done in ways that minimize suffering to the animals. 

c. There must be no cosmetic surgery carried out on goats for show purposes. Wattle 
removal and descenting may not be done without veterinary justifications for doing so, 
such as development of lesions. 

 
H 15: Housed kids 
For at least the first 3 weeks of life, housed kids must be kept in groups small enough to 
facilitate inspection and limit spread of disease. This is particularly important for twin and 
triplet kids. 

Note: Horned goats can cause serious injuries to herdmates and handlers. However, 
horned goats do not pose problems in well-designed facilities and horns are important 
in grooming and social communication. Although increased aggression is commonly 
cited as justification for dehorning/disbudding, horned does were not found to be more 
aggressive than non-horned does, although aggression is greater in both groups when 
lying and feeder space is less than 2 m2/doe (Loretz et al. 2004) 
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