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Humane Farm Animal Care is a non-profit charity whose mission is to improve the lives of farm 
animals by providing viable, credible, duly monitored standards for humane food production and 
assuring consumers that certified products meet these standards. 

 
Humane Farm Animal Care is supported by a consortium of Animal Protection Organizations, 
Individuals, and Foundations, such as the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals and the Humane Society of the United States. 

 
The Humane Farm Animal Care Standards have been developed to provide the only approved 
standards for the rearing, handling, transport and slaughter of Pigs for use in the “Certified 
Humane” program. These standards incorporate scientific research, veterinary advice, and the 
practical experience of the farming industry. The standards are based on the Royal Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA) guidelines, current scientific information and 
other practical standards and guidelines recognized for the proper care of animals. 

 
Animal welfare is improved when livestock managers adhere to the following: 

 Access to wholesome and nutritious feed 

 Appropriate environmental design 

 Caring and responsible planning and management 

 Skilled, knowledgeable, and conscientious animal care 

 Considerate handling, transport, and slaughter 
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Score Appearance Condition 

 
1 

 
Extremely thin 

Hips and backbone very prominent; very flat 
sides; bone structure apparent. 

 
2 

 
Thin 

Tube-shaped, but with flat sides. Hips and 
backbone readily felt without palm pressure; 
somewhat prominent. 

 
3 

 
Normal 

Tube-shaped. Hips and backbone only felt with 
firm palm pressure and not visible 

 
4 

 
Fat 

Hips and backbone cannot be felt; tail root 
surrounded by fat. Tending to bulge. 

 
5 

 
Obese; Bulbous 

Hips and backbone heavily covered with fat; tail 
root submerged. Midline appears as slight 
hollow between rolls of fat. 

 

FW 6: Avoiding changes in feed 
Efforts must be made to avoid sudden changes in the type and quantity of feed, except as 
recommended by an attending veterinarian. 

 
FW 7: Restricted feeding program 
All pigs that are on a restricted feeding regime (i.e., not allowed to feed to satiety at least 
once per day) must have dietary or environmental supplementation such as adding bulk to 
the diet or suitable rooting material (peat, straw, sawdust, woodchips, dirt, stones, 
branches, leaves). 

 
FW 8: Avoiding competition for feed 
a. Sows must be fed in ways that avoid bullying. 
b. Pigs may be fed from the floor as long as the surface is dry and clean and individual 

feed consumption is not limited by social competition. 
 

FW 9: Easy availability of feed 
a. For ration feeding pigs in a trough, there must be enough feeding space (1.1 times 

shoulder width) for all pigs to feed simultaneously. A feeding place is described as 
space required by a single pig while eating. 

b. For ad lib feeding there must be no more than: 
1. 6 pigs per feeding place when using a dry feeder with no full head barriers between 

each feeding place; 
2. 10 pigs per feeding place when there are full head barriers; or 
3. 14 pigs per feeding place when there is the opportunity to mix water with the feed 

(wet and dry feeders). 
c. If wet feeding of sows indoors is used, head and shoulder barriers must be erected 

between each feeding place. 
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E 18: Freedom of movement 
The pig must be free to turn around without difficulty at all times. Individual stalls or 
crates that prevent pigs from turning around (except for hospital pens) and tethers for pigs 
are prohibited.  This space should comply with the requirements of Appendix 3 of the 
Primary Industries Standing Committee Model Code of Practice for the Welfare of 
Animals Pigs Third Edition PISC Report 92.” 

 
E 19: Confinement 
Pigs must not be closely confined or restrained except in the following circumstances, and 
even then only for the shortest period of time necessary: 

1. For the duration of any examination, routine test, blood sampling, treatment or 
operation carried out for veterinary purposes; 

2. While they are being fed on any particular occasion; 
3. For the purpose of marking, washing or weighing; 
4. While accommodation is being cleaned; 
5. During artificial insemination; or 
6. While they are awaiting loading for transportation. 

 
E 20: Grouping animals 
a. Pigs must be kept in stable groups with as little mixing as possible. 
b. Subdivision is permitted as pigs grow. 

 
E 21: Preventing aggressive behavior 
Facilities in which animals can feed without undue interference from other animals must 
be provided. 

 
E 22: Mitigating aggressive behavior 
a. If pigs have fought to the extent that injury has resulted, a plan must be devised, 

written in the Animal Health Plan (AHP; see H1) and implemented to prevent further 
injuries. 

b. The plan must address the following factors as potential methods for preventing injury 
due to fighting: 
1. Environmental enrichment; 
2. Reduction in stocking density; or 
3. Changes in feeding regimen. 

c. Particular care must be taken with sows and gilts kept in groups. 
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H 6: Care of sick and injured animals 
a. Provisions must be made for segregation and care of sick and injured animals. Any 

injured, ailing or distressed pig must be: 
1. Segregated; and 
2. Treated without delay (including seeking veterinary care when needed); or 
3. If necessary, humanely killed according to the Model Code of Practice for the 

Welfare of Animals Pigs, Third Edition and  the Model Code of Practice for 
the Welfare of Animals Livestock at Slaughtering Establishments SCARM 
Report 79 euthanasia guidelines. 

b. Urine and dung from hospital pens containing sick and injured animals must be 
disposed of separately to reduce the risk of spreading infection to other stock. 

 
H 7: Controlling parasites 
All practical measures must be taken to prevent or control external and internal parasitic 
infestation. 

 
H 8: Foot care 
a. Close attention must be given to the condition of the feet, which must be regularly 

inspected for signs of abnormal wear, excessive growth or infection. 
b. An action plan for dealing with lameness and foot problems must be included in the 

Health Plan. 
 

H 9: Physical alterations 
a. The only potentially injurious husbandry procedures that are allowed under the Animal 

Care Standards are as follows (except those done for therapeutic reasons by a 
veterinarian): 
The removal of the points of needle teeth of newborn pigs must not be carried out 
routinely.  Requests for permission to undertake this procedure, together with welfare- 
related reasons must be submitted in writing to the HFAC staff, who will consider the 
information and, if necessary may visit the unit. This must include the number of 
instances of: 

Facial scarring 
Udder damage 
Including number of pigs included. 

1. If the procedure is permitted, the points of the needle teeth of newborn pigs may 
only be removed as early as possible within the first 4 hours of life.  In the case of 
sick or weak piglets, within 3 days of birth.  This procedure must leave an intact 
smooth surface to the teeth. 
a) Tooth trimming must only be carried out by a trained and competent person. 
b) No more than the first third of the tooth may be removed. 
c) The procedure must leave an intact smooth surface to the teeth. 
d) Grinding of the sharp point of the teeth is permitted, clipping is not permitted, 

as this is less likely to break the tooth or remove too much of the tooth. 
2. Ear-notching is prohibited as a routine method of identification. Ear tagging, slap- 

marking and tattooing are permissible. 
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3. Tail docking is not permitted. 
4. Castration of pigs is permitted but must be done before pigs are 7 days of age 

and anesthetic and post-operative analgesic must be used. If older pigs are 
castrated for veterinary reasons, anesthetic and post-operative analgesic must be 
used. Castration must be done using sanitized equipment. 

 

 
 

5. The trimming of tusks in boars may be undertaken only by the attending 
veterinarian, or other competent and trained person, and only to ensure the safety of 
other animals and protect caretakers from injury. 

6. Nose rings are prohibited. 
b. All of these practices must be performed in a way that minimizes suffering and by 

veterinarians or trained and competent caretakers. 

Scientific data have shown that castration of piglets causes pain-related behavior during and 
following castration procedures.  Even though the pain and the discomfort continues for up to 
24 hours, we have been reviewing studies on the use of an intra-testicular injection of 
anesthetic agent prior to castration (to try) to alleviate this pain. However, after a careful 
review of the literature and available data, we considered that the existing protocols are not 
ready to be implemented practically on the farm. Immunocastration studies and experimental 
pain relieving protocols are currently being investigated, and these studies are promising. We 
will continue to review these studies, and will revise the standards when a method is developed 
that will have a positive net benefit to the welfare of piglets on the farm. In some countries, 
producers do not castrate pigs at all and send them to market prior to reaching puberty, 
generally before five months of age. 
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