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Sharyn Vaughan

Acting Regional Director | Enforcement Queensland and Northemn Territory
Australian Competition & Consumer Commission

Level 8 | 9 Cavenagh Street Darwin

T: 08 8946 9607 | M: 0407 960 732

{(Internal only conference line 08 8946 9611)

www.acce.gov.au

The ACCC acknowledges the traditional owners and custodians of Country throughout

Australia and recognises their continuing connection to the land, sea and community. We pay
sur respects to them and their cultures; and to their Elders past, present and future.
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RACCC ACTION OVER
* )
PRODUCTS CLAIMS \5; ‘‘‘‘‘ ; Commented [MM2]: i am concerned the formatiing the word
Aboriginal In quotation marks may be msenslﬂve ina general
The ACCC has instituted proceedings-in-thetaken Federal Court action against patienal ‘C‘ sense. | prefer earfor ref to art,
Aboriginal art products and Australiana souvenirs wholesaler Birubi Art Pty Ltd (Birubi), el el ol Ll e bl L 2
alleging it misled people about some of its products including where they were made;, and {"“"m onts 12 ptaBod )
'{ Formatted: Font: 12 pt, Bold )

their nature and history.

Fhe-AGGG-alleges-that-bBetween July 2014 and November 2017, the ACCC alleges Birubi

contravened the Australian Consumer Law by made-claimsclaiming-on-certainmaking claims
on some of its these-products they that-they-were made in Australia, and/or that an

Aboriginal persons had kard-painted-cr-made or hand painted the-produstthem, when in fact
they were made in Indonesia.

“Fhe-Birubi's alleged conduct is-of-sericus-concern;is damaging as it misleads people who

think they are buying genuine hand made Aboriginal art. This H-alse-as-it-ret-only-harme

coRsumers-whe-may-be-misled-butit-alse-has the potential to undermine the integrity of
Aboriginal art, and negatively impact Indlgenous amsts, including potentially undervaluing

auth nt| Indigenous A rahan rtwol

Commented [MM3]: This harm statement aligns with the GS
as seftted by Senior Counsel

“We allege that over 18,000 of these products were sold to shops in key tourist spots

around the countrythroughout-Australia. In the lead up to the Commonwealth Games in
Australia next month, which will see tens of thousands of tourists visiting Australia, it's
particularly important to ensure products being sold as purperting-te-bs-Indigenous cultural
objects or art are authentic:,” Ms Rickard said.-AGCC-Chairnan-Red-Sime-said:
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The ACCC is seeking declarations, pecuniary penalties, injunctions, corrective notices,
compliance program orders, and costs.

Notes to editors «~-{ Formatted: Heading 3 _

These proceedings form part of the ACCC's work addressing conduct impacting Indigenous
Australians, which is an enduring priority for the ACCC.
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