Frances Pietroboni 22-8-2020

Director

Murray-Darling Basin Inquiry

Austratian Competition and Consumer Commission

Dear Director
Re ACCC Murray-Darling Basin Water market inquire
Australian History is so important to know what we had before irrigation.

On the 3™ June 1817 John Oxley was our first explores to explore the Riverina,
on arriving at Mt Brogden near the township of Yenda today, Oxley describe
our area a country of desolation, drought and bareness

Australian’s Constitution — 100. Nor abridge right to use water

The Commonwealth shall not, by any law or regulation of trade or commerce,
abridge the right of a State or of the residents therein to the reasonable use of
waters of rivers for conservation or irrigation.

State Labour Government! The Water Acts of 1905 state ownership of all
water resource;

Administration of the Burrinjuck dam system by three Commissioners, to be
independent of politic and parliament, and water of the western rivers are a
great public resource which must be placed under public control to protect
the public welfare.

The Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area has to thank those men of visions who
came up with the plan to irrigate the area, but before irrigation came,
government of the day had to come up with a plan to build a dam to store
water, for the area was prone to drought , and Western Riverina country could
only carry one sheep per four acres, the first reported area to produce a crop
of wheat was near Coolamon in 1850, and most settlers stayed close to the



river and creeks, and in 1882 — 1884 three years of drought.... 1895 to 1903
hine years of drought, and in 1306 the minister for public works introduce into
parliament the Barren Jack and Murrumbidgee canals Construction Bill.

In 1910 Labour won government and James McGowan pass an enabling act in
December 1910 Murrumbidgee Irrigation Act, and Barren Jack.

The construction of the dam and canal proceed very slow for 4 years, and the
main canal was built by using manual labor with teams of horses. Yanco No 1
irrigation was officially open on the 1% May 1912 and the first of 146 farms
were gazette, 76 were of 50 acres, 43 of 10 acres and 27 less than 2 acres.

Excavation of the main canal by horse at Beelbangera near Griffith.

Photographer from John Newland collection



Murrumbidgee irrigation area
Here comes the Bailiff a true story 1914

Hear comes the Bailiff a true story of a return soidier in 1914 -18, and a city girl who fell in love and
married a man who ioved the land. Doris Cheesbrough.

The newly opened Murrumbidgee irrigation, where return; men establish their own fruit farms.
Before irrigation there were sheep and cattle carcasses lying all over the place on account of
drought.

Many soldiers were disillusioned as they tried to make a living, the blocks were too small and many
were more fortunate. Ted had a go at growing fruit, but times were hard to supplement his income
he played the piano at Yenda picture theatre silent movies,

Reclassification Committee was set up and recommendation redesigning of farms and additional
area. And many had lost their sprit.

Doris’s mother gave the advice that marriage is for love, but one does not expect everything to be
perfect, and what a time to become engaged. Ted was to forfeit his fruit farm and move to the city
Sydney.

It seemed that most of the fruit farms were redesigned and were beginning to produce fruit.

After the initial struggle the M.I.A. there was a goiden opportunity for any man to be on the land and
have a go at growing rice.

The Irrigation Commission would advance, expenses, and advance three pounds a week, and
advance working and harvesting expenses, and in return they would have a mortgage on the
growing rice crop, and leave what was left over for the grower.

Ted told Doris he purchase a farm, and it's off the beaten track, dead end of the road, up against the
Mirrool Creek Branch Canal, this chap is a good old pioneer type who took the land up in the early
days- flowed the water, soon after the Burrinjuck Dam was built,, he has been in dairy, but has not
done much good, too far out of town he said, and he was going into growing fruit. Ted said here is
no limit to the place “absolutely drought proof” just the climate — hot as blazes for growing rice, we
will be able to irrigate every inch of the place it is as flat as a board, and the stock can be fattened

up.

In 1928 Griffith has commenced to grow, two new hotels — new shops and Shire Council had been
proclaimed that year, and Ted was able to up a light utility for five pounds deposit, Ted said we have
to easy on our living expense of three pounds a week, and | picked up straw mattress dirt cheap for
us to sfeep on, and deck-chairs we might get tired of sitting on boxes, and a hanging meat safe.

We travelled half way to Yenda, at Bilbul Post Office, Ted turned right, the powdery red dust rose in
chocking clouds; The House our home had two small windows and a door, the outside was undress
timber, cracked and holey, and the celling unlined, and a rainwater tank, and closed by was a muddy
dam, to draw water for washing, looking towards one direction Griffith and the other direction
Yenda, and stretched the lonely miles of distance of desolation, a lonely place for a city girl, and the
neighbor’s miles away, no phone, no electricity and afire wood stove to cook on. The success of
growing rice was working long hours early in the morning till dusk, seven days a week, week after
week, and the window of cpportunity to sow rice was October.

[ would like to acknowledge the wonderful story Here Comes the Bailiff. By Doris Cheesbrough.



We have come a long way since the early days, what we have today is that growing rice has become
too expensive on account of the price of water, the drought of 2007 when the Commonwealth
Government came up the Murray Darling Basin Plan to buy water from irrigators for the
environment.

Our Dams were built to drought proof inland, Burrinjuck, for the M.l A. Blowering Coleambally,
Wyangala on the Lachlan River, Hume for the Murray and Dartmouth dam.

Water allocation for NSW Irrigators for the start of season 0% 1-7-2019.

South Australia water allocation stands at 100%.

1923 Banna Avenue Griffith (From State water photo collection)

Trading Rain like shares

In 1999 Victoria consulting economists came up with a report that recommended that {rain) water
be traded like shares, and to separate ownership of land and water, Under the proposed new
trading framework, water entitiements could be held by any person or entity, they will not need to
own land and water,

Too many decisions made by consultants, they do not have to live with their decision. Irrigators do.

Water as become a business to be traded and sold, and how does one trade rain that comes from
the sky? And it is free.

The big drought 2001 to 2010 9 years. Minister for the environment in 2007 Malcom Turnbull came
up with the Murray Daring Basin Plan for the environment.



The Water ACT relied for its constitutional validity on an international treaty, the RAMSAR
Convention on Wetlands, which takes its name from the small Iranian town where it was signed in
1971. The Ramsar Convention obliges governments to manage and conserve designated wetlands,
sixteen of which are in the Murray-Darling Basin.

In 1982 - 1983 Australia was in drought and the Blowering dam ran empty.

The Hawke government in1983 went to the High Court to stop the construction of the Tasmanian
Dam. The commonwealth found the ruling that it could use its external affairs power to give effect
to international treaties, particularly those conserving the environment.

2001-2010 drought. Farmers were desperate after the drought, many irrigators sold their water to
the Commonwealth, people were on their knees with debt, and Labour buyback of water from
irrigators, city base media and politicians they did not understand, that there is less water to share in
the basin communities

In 2010 the rain came and everything came to life fish, spiders, birds, and the frogs that came out in
their thousands in the rice field.

2012 Yenda, Yoogali and Griffith were in flood, NSW and Victoria.
Ownership of water (rain) Australia a country of flooding rains, drought, and bushfire.

People have the right to know who owns (rain) water, in has been said that in principle we do.
Theoretically, Australians own the rain that falls in Australia, that rain becomes a lake, river and
streams that flow over the land, and underground water that flows beneath it.

That's our water. Its our common property, our birthright, and water stored in dams to drought
proof the country.

Before the dams were bhuilt, there were no environmental water, the environment looked after
itself.

Please find true stories of people who made a life in the MIA in the early years, and Newspaper
clipping in regard to the Murray Darling Basin Plan.

Yours Sincerely

Floods waters- 2012 Yenda Town.




20/04/2019

Fran Pietroboni

Editor
The Area News
Dear Editor
Frogs and water came together in the MIA

In November 1944 a long period of drought, and strong wind brought the
dust bellowing all day, and at night the windows and doors were left
open, and in the morning the air was full of dust, and then a shower of
rain came at 3pm and cleared the air and it brought the temperature
down.

Anna Cunial (nee Ceccato) tells the story of the dust storm that came in
wave after wave and it lasted one week, we had to light a lamp in the
house during the day to see and it was hard to breath, the dust storm die
off and then came back some days later.

Anna said during her school holidays the plague of grass hoppers that
came through Griffith and at Yoogali, Wards orange farm that was
situated on Conner of McCormack road, and Yenda road, the grass
hoppers ate everything in their path, the orange trees were stripped of
their leaves, then left and went onto Yenda and Binya Hills, and found
nothing fo eat, came back to Yoogali and ate the rest of the oranges
stems, we did not go to school for a week.

On October 2011 Anna celebrated her 90" birthday, Anna had a little
green frog on her birthday cake, and Anna thanked the year she was
born, the irrigation water came to the MIA and also the frogs. Without
water, we would not have our frogs today, (Water and frogs go hand in
hand together)

We should all learn from our passed history, and thank those who made
Griffith what it is today.

Yours Sincerely

At



History has a habit of repeating itself
Murray Valley irrigators

—
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Murray Valley irrigators showed Just how precious water is to their district when an army of about 4060 protesters marched along the

Hume Highway at Albury early this week. Children and adulfs carrying placards aived their concerns for the future of their vatley. |

Their worst feur - tack of water for the approaching icrigation season, The farmers, in the wake of reduced water allocations, want 300

gigalitres of rescue water from the Snowy Hydro Scheme to be released, at a reasonable price, in time to sow their rice crops before it

is 100 late. Placards at the rally reading “You Want Food? We Want Water", “No Water, No Future” were held by farmers chanting “We
want water, we want a fair deal”,

227 Qctober 1999 Murray Valley Irrigators protesting - we want a
future with water, no water no future
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Australia’s irrigation maps are being redrawn by water trading, but

nobody knows which areas are set to win or lose, drought efficted
irrigation communties , it is the farmer who is the loser, they farm a
living thing, cattle, sheep, or produce food, water is gods gift,
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Foreign imestrs
ine up for water

| ALMOST a ffth of the MIAS water
i has been permanently removed from
it the region with fears cashed-up for-
i eign companies are poised to snatch

o assaultonce the plan was finalised.  attack on the future viability of the
© Inthis area alone, 18 per cent of  region.

. water entitlements have been  “Would these foreign investors be
napped-up by the government and  buying water if they didn't think it

i even more o outside investors, would serfously increase in value; of
1 Justweeksout from the release of 8 vk WM AR And that’s just the tip of the dee-  course not,” Mr Pievotti said,
i the guide fo fhe futureshaping berg, according to local business  “Once the (Murvay-Darling) plan

f  Murray-Darling Basin Plan, it has  plonghed hundreds of millions of nan and chamber of commerce s released and once the government
| been revealed infernational dllas into the Australian water - spokesman Paul Pierott, who said
A mestors - who have alveady market - were planning a further permanent water frading was an Continued Page §

The Murray Dariing"Basin Plan has failed farming irrigators

Almost a fifth of the MIA’s water has been permanently removed from the
region with fears cashed-up foreign companies are poised to snatch even more

Australia remain one of the only countries in the world who sell water
entitlements to overseas investors



Sunrice 2010-11
Sunrice Australian own RICE Company was under threat. Spanish company Elbro,
take over deal of $600 million on the table.
Shares holder there are 2 classes of shares, class A and class B, Shares holders
voted against the take over from Elbro.

2012 - 2013
Sunrice has received for the year 2013 a record crop of rice.

Strong paddy rices the price around per tonne of $§270 to an upward price of
$317 for Medium grain. Sunrise consolidated revenue for the year 2012 to 30
April 2013 of $1 billion.

Farmers create the wealth out side the farm gate, and Money goes back into the
communities -- $300 million payment to growers.

Victorian Government has up dated new work on the railway line from Deniliquin
to Melbourne to be able to transport 300.000 tonnes of rice from Sunrice, to
Melbourne for export

The return for rice growers for the year 2012-2013 was $80 million, and the
single desk marketing for rice. It validates the operating method for the
growing of rice. The return from export of rice was §65.9 million and growers
saved $13.5 million in freight coast with this scale advantage.

The vesting of the NSW rice crop is the best interests of growers; it means
higher prices for growers.

2010 Wagga lamb sale made $200 to $204
Wheat price for milling wheat was $340 to $350 per tonne.

9 Years of Drought 2001---2010
The drought of 1895 to 1903 was 9 years and our recent drought 2001 to 2009 was also 9 years.
What followed after 9 years of drought rain and more rain? Queensland, NSW, Victoria, and
Western Australian had their big floods. People lost their lives in Queensland.

Griffith After 9 years of drought the rain came, and on Gavin birthday the
21%t October 2010.- Griffith had on one week end three and a half inches of
rain, and the frogs came out in their hundreds, so many birds, fish, and
spiders. Every thing had come to life nature has a way of looking after itself.
City people do not understand that.

They do not know what it is like to pick a piece of fruit from a tree.

A fruit tree with fruit on it will try and save it self, when there is little
water by dropping its fruit and then its leaves, nature has a way of saving it
self.

Farmers are the big gamblers with the weather, what we have is four seasons that
is climate change - Spring everything comes to life, - Summer time is the gift
of fruit, - Autumn is the time when leaves turn to gold. - Winter! Dormancy is
the time to sleep.

Lake Cargelligo town at the end of the big drought 2009 -2010 the drought
had dried up the lake, then the rains came as floodwater travelled, and
thousands of farmers remained isolated, the lake is full and life is back to
normal.

Thank God.

374 August 2012 Flood warning for the Lachlan River. The spills from Lake
Cargelligo and Lake Brewster are expected to cause minor rural flooding at
Hillston, and river level to rise at Booligal mid August.

Why do Australian Governments love deregulation 20117

21



2011 Cauliflower field
The Murray —Darling Basin Plan



Fran Pietroboni  June 2011

Editor. The Area News
Banna Ave

Griffith 2680

Dear Editor Gillard government June 2011 Area News.

How many can remember in 2011 the parliament committee inquiry into the
Basin Plan that came to the Yoogali club, chaired by Tony Windsor, how many
people gave their submission to the committee, | was one of them who gave
my submission to Tony Zappia MP, and said Yoogali had a railway station years
ago, my parents arrived from ltaiy with the floods of 1939, and Griffith was in
drought the year before.

The Gillard government ignored the recommendations of Tony Windsor’s
basin plan inquiring and announced another round of buy backs, just weeks
after the committee called for a halt to non-strategic buybacks, two new
tenders are now open in south Australia, Victoria and Queensland.

The latest round will see a further $100 million of government’s $3.1billion
program spent purchasing water to return to the environment.

On June 2, the committee delivered a scathing assessment of the program as
part of a broader study of the basin plan. While the key findings were that
while the buyback program can play an “important role” in water reform “it is
being implemented in such a way that causes significant harm to the
community viability”

The 12 members bipartisan panel proposed that if the program was to
continue the government “must identify the impact that purchases will have
on regional communities and infrastructure.”
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Tony Windsor was the only person in parliament to vote against the WATER ACT. So he ohviousely
knew, what that was going to do to us”. Mr Shaw said depopulation of the regions.
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Community strikes back as 10,000 tell T ny Burke:

JAH{ THE BLA

YISAME. b
"M; DIFFERENT

By MELODY MONTAGUE

FOURTEEN months ago, the
Griffith community asked the -
govecnment 1o change its plan for
the Murray-Darling Basin.
Yestorday, they demanded il.
Closa 1o 10,000 peopie
crowded in and around The
Yoogali Club yesterday
morning to take a stand
against the draft Murray-
Dariing Basin Plan and
fight for their
. community.
The lone of the i
rally was set by Mr Burke entered the meeting to - through the crowd. - &
the arrivals of Water a stony silenca, punciuated by a Those who had closed their
Minister Tony Burke and range of jeers from those nathered.  businesses or left their farms,
federal opposition leader Tony Mr Abbott was met by thunderous G
Abboft. applause as he wound his way Continued Page 2

STRENGTH IN NUMBERS (maln picture): Locals united to show the gavernment the effect its plan would =
have on basin communities. LEFT: Rachel Pisan and Sarah Culla ponder an uncerlain future under the
Murray-Darling Basin Plan. INSET: A protester displays the emotion of a community with plenty to fight for.
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They’re
elling

off the
farmer

exclusive

Steve Lewis
Mational Political
Correspondent

FOREIGN investors are buy-
ing into Auastralian agricul-
ture companies in  “tworry-
ing”’ numbers amid warnings
the nation™s food security
could be “*compromisced™ by
overseas businesses.

A report commissioned by
the Gillard government has
found high levels of foreign
ownership in prime agricul-
tural industries including
sugar, grain and beef.

The nation™s sugar industry
has recently been targeted by
the Chinese and offshore in-
vestors have also sunk mass-
ive sums into Australia’s meat
processing and wheat sectors.

A $610 million Spanish
takeover of Austrabia’s domi-
nant rice producer, Sunrice,
was Lhwarted last June.

Some of the country’s best

farms are also being snapped

up by overseas investors who
mask their identity with com-
plex corporate structures.

it is understood senior gov-
ernment ministers are draw-
ing up plans to ensure foreign
investment in Australia®s
prime farming assets is made
more transparant.

An  announcement  could
be made thiz month when the

report - by the Australian
Bureau of Agricultural and
Resource Economics is

expected to be released.

The ABARE report outb-
lines the hillions of dollars
being paid by foreipgn inves-
tors tor a signilicant stake in
Australia’s farming sector.

A senate inguiry which has
been examining the issue s
likely to conclude that Aus-
tralin’s ability to control food
supplies will be undermined
unless changes arce made 1o
foreighn investment guidelines,

Since the global financial
crisis, forecign ownership in
Australian agriculture has ex-
ploded, with overscas buvers
investing $2.5 billion a year on
average over three yvears.

South Australian Senator
Nick Xenophon warned ihat
Australia’s food security
could he compromised if laws
allowing foreign investment
were not tightened. ]

Unlike New Zealand -—
where any purchase of more
than 5ha of land (triggers
povernment  intervention -
Australian laws allow invest-
ment up to 5231 mitlion.

“We are being muags of we
don’t change the rules. We
have this open slather ap-
proach to foreign invesiment
of our primoe  agricultural
lands that makes us an inter-
national laughing  stock,”
Senator Xenophot said,

“*You can't  blame  the
Chinese for investing | here
it's an open-door poligy.”?

Liberal Senator Bill Heffer
nan, who is chairing the
inguiry, said Australia had ¢
plan ahead 350 vears *‘k
control our destiny and sover
eign assets™,

e What knew?



The first settlers to grow wheat was at Coolamon, they did not have a plough, they E)Ioughed ’;lhe
land with a stick. Drought was what our first settler had to endure, and when the rain came, they

had no money to buy cattle or sheep

State

30k Moy 2014

govt unveils

its rescue remedy

Basin Plan accepted by parliament

By MELODY
MONTAGUE

THE state. government
has marched info the
Murray-Darling Basin
debate with a rescue
planfor trrigation com-
munities, annowcing
acap oh water buyback
from January 2013.

The basin  plan
passed through patlia-
ment vesterday but its
impact on the MIA will
be limiled after the
NSW government
enacted its promise to
place a 3 per cent cap
on buyback from each
valley per decade.

That means the
majority of the 650
gigalitres  of  water
remaining to be recov-
ered from the Murray-
Darling system will
have to he pained

THE Murray-Darling Basin
Plan has been accepted by
parliament despite fierce
opposition from several

Nationals members.
Riverina MP Michael
McCormack forced the

legislation to a vote when he
tabled a disallowance motion on

Monday night.
But without the support of the
govermment and the Coalition,

the motion was defeated

yesterday afternoon, on the final

day of parliament for the year.
The federal government will

now negotiate with the states to
implement the plan.

through improvements
to infrastructure,

‘The cap will be put in
Dlace frot danuary 15,

Murrumbidgee MP
Adrian Piccoli said the
restriction was the-
most significant step
the NSW government
could take to protect
comnitnities,

“This is what we said
we wolld do and it
reflects precisely what
communities in NSW

have been asking for"
Mr Piccoli said.

“It is the responsible
thing to do - it means
any change will be
enacted over a longer
period, which gives
comimunities a change
to adjust. We need this
to make sure the com-
monwealth  doesn’t
take a lazy approach to
the reeovery of waler
by buying it back from
farmers.”

When he signed off
the final basin plan less
than two wecks ago,
federal water minister
Tony Burke placed the
onils on the states to
come up with ways to
Yecover water, warning
he would otherwise he
forced to increase huy.
back. The threat had
local stakeholders con-
cerned other states
would attempt to buy
water from NSW if

they failed to meet
their  own targets
under the plan.

Murrumbidgee
Valley ¥ood and Fibre
Association prosident
Debbie Buller said the
NSW cap would protect
communities from that
risk.

“It's extromely
important to prevent
any government from
barging in and buying
up and this is exactly
what we need to stop
that happening,” Mus
Buller said.

“It has always been a
huge hole in the whole
process and, if the feg-
eral government
wasn't willing to fill it,
I'm glad NSW was will-
ing to protect us from
inappropriate raids on
our  water entjtle
ments,”

Loimmn e o e T B T T T iyt mpetsep  7 o
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SEASON' STALEMATE

dlmlmshlg water supply

By CHRIS McLENNAN

FARMERS are scrambling for
every drop of irrigation water
left in southern Australia.
Three water brokers this
week told The Weekly Times
the price of temporary alloca-
tions could reach $500 a mega-

“A lot of people have
already made the call and shut
up shop.”  Goulburn-Murray
Water's Torrumbairy  water
services commiliee chair Guy
Duncan said.

Mr Duncan agrees $500 a
megalitre “is entirely possible”,

“Cattle will be sold off sig-

“Alotof
peoplehave
already made
thecalland

likely to sell the little water they
had ratherlh.mgww acrop,

Waterpool  Co-op  chiel
executive Peter Lawford said
he would be “surprised” if tem-
porary water prices reached
$500 but agreed prices "hayve a
fair way to go yet”.

“The market is very tight

Loddon system is 56 per cent,
the Breken system increased
to 8 per cent and the Campas-
pesyslem is 51 per cent.

General secunity water allo-
cations in the NSW Mureay
rose o 12 per cent and the
Murrumbidgeé allocations :m-
proved Lo 29 pereent.

access to their full allocation
while Werribee and Bacchus

Marshmarket gardeners areset

to run out, with 15 per cent allo-
cations and a race for recveled
and emergency groundwater,

A spokeswoman for Water
Minister Lisa Neville said there
were no foreseen urban water

litre by Christmas. nificantly in the next month (] but one big rain event hefore Murray Dagling Basin in-  restrictions,

The brokers say there is  but the conundrum is do you ShutHPShop the end of the year could  flowsinthe pastyear have been The Commonwealth Envi- |
fierce competition for dwin-  pay high prices for water or change a fot of things” Mr in the lowest 3poer cent on re- ronmental Water Holder stilt !
dling supphies. buy in fodder, or just downsize “The dairy guys will buy in  Lawford said. cord, only seenIn the Milleni-  intends to trade 20,000 mega- ¢

Prices have already risen to

$250 with some water salés

veaching  $300, which has
forced many out of the markel
and some oul of farming.

and ride it out,” he said.

RuralCo  Water general
manager Phil Grahame said
some croppers would sell water
rathier than grow a rmn

THIS YEAR
243861 (63%)
137961 (46%)
1868 6L (56%)
16161 (36%
19 GL (39%)

The national Irrigators Council has called on the Victoria Government and

hay and grain rather than grow
theic own pasture because
water is too dear,” Mr Gra-
hame said

Riverina rice growers were

Irrigation allocations im-
proved last week with Victor-
ia’s Murray allocations rising
to 82 per cent. The Goulbun
system rose to 72 per cent, the

um drought of 2005-09,
Murray storages fell 107 gig-

alitres in theipast week to

4220 gigalitres, or half full,
Macalister imrigators  have

Stat

litres with irrigators in_the
Goulburn River Catchment.
Thirly per ¢ent of Victoria’s
waler enlitlements are desig-
nated for the environment.

¢ hangs on

toits reserves

- By NATALIE IﬂESIOS

VICTORIA'S gmsnmmenhl
water holder s it cannot
spare any water (o sell in the
present weathog conditions.

But Melboune's water re-
tailers say theylwill sell up to
40,000 megalitres of  their
critical water referves,

The  Natiopal  Irrigators
Council has @alled on the
Victorian Government and
Melbourne Water to reledse
more water fortrade as farm-
ers batlle the heat Lo plant
SUIMMEr Crops.

NIC chiel decative Tom
Chesson belioved upwards of
100,000 megalitres could be

they are to put a crop in the
ground.”

A spokeswoman for Water
Minister Lisa Neville said the
Victorian

decided if it had  enough
reserves to trade water.

“AL the current time, the
VEWH's énvironmental watee
demand-supply analvses have
nol identified that water could
be made available for sale,” the
spokeswoman said.

“The VEWH issubject to the
same allocations as irrigators
and other entitlement holders
and has adjusted its activities to
deal with the dry conditions in
parts of the state”

Melbourne Water to release more water for trade as farmers battle the heat to
plant summer crops.

Environmental 4
Water Holder independently

.

Governments have lost their way when it comes to water, they are just as bad
as speculators who trade water for profit.

Dams storage were built to drought proof the communities and irrigators =
October 2015
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Basin plan

slammed by
crossbenchers

POLITICAL pressure could
lead to the Murray-Darling
Basin Plan being scrapped or
at least paused.

Seven of eight senate
crossbenchers say the plan
must be halted due to water
prices spiraling out of control
to a high of $300 a megalitre
in Victoria.

The senators have also
called on Prime Minister
Malcolm Turnbull to give
Agriculture Minister Barn-
aby Joyce full responsibility
for the water portfolio.

Senator Bill Heffernan, a
Junee farmer, has hit back
saying the crossbenchers are
playing with people’s liveli-
hoods.

"It's easy to go out .. to
the southern NSW irrigation
community of Griffith and
say we're going to give you

. Inore water, or to go down

the street and say we'll pro-

. wvide free beer, and vou'll be

popular,
“We do not go to Griffith

- or to Coleambally and say,

It's easy to

go out . 1o

the southern
NSW irrigation
community of
Griffith and say
we're going to
give you more
water, or to go
down the street
and say we'll
provide free
beer, and you'll
be popular

Bill Heffernan

'We're going to give you more
water,” he said. “I have places
there and I know the people,
but you cannot play politics

with their livelihoods.
“You can argue for as long

as you like about the politics
of it (but) put the politics
to bed, for God's sake. But
you've got to apply some
science to it,” he said. Mean-
while, National Irrigators’
Council chief executive Tom
Chesson has called on state
governments to release wa-
ter from alternative sources
to help the Murray-Darling
Basin.

Mr Chesson said Victori-
an, ACT and SA state govern-
ments could do much more
to boost water available to
plant summer crops and
save jobs in the Murray Dar-

ling Basin,
“The Victorian govern-
ment could immediately

direct Melbourne Water to
use allocations attached to
the 75,000 megalitres of wa-
ter entitlements it owns in
the MDB to underwrite jobs
in the Southern Basin,” Mr
Chesson said.

A senate select committee
will meet in Griffith on Octo-

ber 27.

22" Oct 2015 = Bill Heffernan price of water out of control $300 ml in Victoria

Malcolm Turnbull Prime Minister



HEAVY falls of rain -

NSW have been
welcomed,

waterlogged drive-
ways have caused
some logistical

headaches for live-

Numbers of cattle at

Monday dropped sig-
nificantly due to the

poperties.

and catlle salos Pags 11

57 NIKKI REYNOLDS
ROADS were cut, paddocks
flooded and crops inundated
with rain but farmers say the
falls this week are welcome,
Livestock prices immedi-
ately kicked by 10c/kg on the
back of market optimism,
and also the fact that num-
bers fell due to the logistics of
accessing some properties.
But for cropping farm-
eis - especially those who
had sown fate - the rain has

throughout southern

 Butclosed roads and

stock producers.

* the Wagga Livestock
Marketing Centre on

fact livestock carriers
couldnt access some

1 Details from the shoep '

bl s MW A0/6

provided some surety and
confidence of a good season,

NSW Department of Pri-
mary Industries technical
specialist, grain  services,
Peter Matthews said early
weed control now topped
the list for winter cropping
operations.

He said many parts of the
state were still too wet to
access but indicated farmers
would enter the paddocks in
the next seven to 10 days to
spray weeds,

“It has certainly helped to
improve conditions after the
warm, above average tem-
peratures in May,” he said,

“Alot of moisture was lost
in that period and the good
rainfall has put us back on
track” He also said the falls
would help to improve dam
water levels for livestock and
boost pasture and lucerne
crops,

Riverina Livestock Agents
(RLA) livestock agent and
auctioneer James Tiemey of

Wagga said the wet weather
had injected optimism into
the livestock industry and
also tightened wp supply,
“There were some people
who couldn’t move stock
because it was too wet.,.. and
then there were others who
chose to hold on to them
(rather than sell) because the
season s turning out well”
he said. Mr Tierney tipped
it would be a good week for
livestock overall with plenty
of interest in the Gundagai

Weaner Sale on Friday,

“I' think Gundagai will :

be very strong” he said.
Livestock agents were also
expecting some good returmns
at the Thursday sheep sale

which drew for more than §

36,000,

In the past seven days
West  Wyalong  received
73mm Griffith, 63mm, Grong
Grong, 61mm, Lake Cargelli-
go, 60mm, Cootamundra,
F3mm and and Lockhart,
Kmm.

* Peter Matthews

W

In 2016 the dams were over flowing, and the floods were not counted as

environment flow.
October the Murrumbidgee River flood water was on the side of the road at

Darlington Point.



OV STEPHENMUDD
AN ESTIMATED $98 million
i worth of productivity left the

Murrumbidgee Valley in one
day, according to Griffith
mayor John Dal Broi.

The Department of Prima-
1y Industries Water (DPI Wa-
ter) re-opened water trading
between the Murrumbidgee
and Murray valleys last
Thursday, but had to close it
again after 50,000 megalitres
was traded in just 24 hours,

Griffith mayor John Dal
Broi said it was outrageous.

“If you extrapolate the cost
out, water is about $280 per
megalitre at the moment,
it’s about $14 million dollars
worth of water that left our
valley,” Councillor Dal Broi

said.
“Ihey say a dollar goes
around the  community

about seven times, which

Friday November 27,2015 THE AREA NEWS 7

means $98 million dollars is
gone from the Murrumbid-
gee Valley.

“I want to know who ben-
efited from the trade, you'll
never know because all of
those details are kept con-
fidential, but I bet it wasn't
farmers,’

DP1 Water deputy com-
missioner Bruce Coopér an-
nounced on Friday the trade
closed after “unprecedented
trading activity”s

“Extremely heavy trade
in the last 24 hours has seen
the trade limit reached again
forcing the trade closure,” Mr
Cooper said.

“Allocation trade into and
within the valley remains
unaffected. There clearly re-
mains very strong demand
for water in the Murray.

Murrami farmer Deb Bull-
er believed very few irriga-
tors were the sellers.

NEWS

_— “Millions’ in
traded away

“We're still trying to access
more water for our crops, not
sell it,” Ms Buller said.

When the Senate Select
Committee on the Mur-
ray-Darling  Basin  Plan
came to Griffith on October
27, seyeral witnesses com-
plained about the lack of
transparency in the water
trading system.

Senator John Williams
asked who was buying the
water and whether it drove
the price up.

Helen Dalton, who spoks
on behalf of NSW Farmeis
said no-one knew.

“There’s no national wates
register so we don't knc
who is buying” Ms Dalion
said.

Trade out of the vali
re-open once the inter-v
trade account drops
below the upper li
100,000 megalitres.

50.000 ml were traded in one day, cost of water $280 per mg, who benefited from trading water?

You will never know; all details are kept confidential, need a national register, who is buying water.
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‘Ridiculous’
water rules

estioned

2 STEPHEN MUDD

e x B

PEOPLE across the Riverina
have been left scratching
their heads about a massive
dumping of water from Burr-
injuck Dam that has labelled
“ridiculous” and “a sign of
bureaucracy gone crazy’.

Rules about ‘translucent
flows’ of water saw Water
NSW raise the output of the
dam from 400 megalitres
{ML) per day to 5600ML per
day on Monday and then to
13,000ML per day on Tues-
day, leading to  concerns
about flooding and water
allocations.

The releases followed a
week of heavy rain caused
by a storm system that
soaked the area and left
parts of coastal NSW, Vic-
toria and Tasmania dealing
with floods.
~ According to Member for
‘Murray Adrian Piccoli, the
rules were designed 12 years
ago, before the Murray-Dar-
ling Basin Plan existed,
meaning the environment
got to “double dip” on water.

“These rules are ridicu-
lous,” he said.

“I'm really angry about
this and it leaves irrigators in
an unacceptable position.”

The 2004 Water Sharing
Plan, which was designed
to ‘mimic’ the flow of water
before the dam was built,
meant water had to be tipped
out of the dam under certain
conditions.

“Daily inflow rates of ap-
proximately 60,000ML into
Burrinjuck mean that under
the water sharing plan re-
leases increased to about
13,000ML per day for up to
two days depending on in-
flows,” Water NSW manager
of water systems operations
Dan Berry said.

“The plan requires re-
leasing a portion of the
inflows to Burrinjuck Dam
downstream, 1o protect the

environmental health of the

river;, Mr Berry said.

“The level of storage, the
condition of the catchment
and inflows into the storage,
are all considered in deter-
mining the release on a daily
basis during this period.”

However, Mr Piccoli said
releasing the water when

there was already good flows

from rain was a waste.

“This is having zero en-

vironmental impact and a

negative economic impact,”

he said.

“The translucent

kept in place given the ba-
sin plan/
Mr Piccoli met with water

minister Niall Blair about the
release on Thursday morning -

and said he agreed the rules
were inconsistent and some-
thing needed to be done.

Burrinjuck Dam was 41.2
per cent full on Tuesday up
from 33.4 per centlast Thurs-
day, according to the Water
NSW website, meaning it
held about 423,536 megali-
tres of water,

Griffith mayor John Dal
Broi said it was a clear sign of
“bureaucracy gone crazy’.

"They're releasing far too
much and in a few weeks
they'll announce allocations
for irrigators,” he said.

“At the end of the day the
dams were built for irrigation
management and if they're
managed properly there'll be
enough for everyone!”

June 2016 = environmental water 5600 mg per day on Monday and then to
13,000 per day on Tuesday.

ey

rules
just doesn’'t make sense
any more and they can’t be
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and Helen Dalton believe questions need to be asked

whether carryover is an acceptable substitute for good starting allocations.

whether carr e

Farti

5 Akt 20107

ers are
just after fair

go on water

TALKING WATER

FARMERS are adaptive to
seasonal and market varia-
bility.

Coping with changing
prices and weather events is
second nature but trying to
manage increasingly compli-
cated water policy is creating
stress and frustration.

During winter, we nery-
ously await the opening
water allocations (Available
Water Determination).

The decisions for ground
preparation, ordering of
chemical and fertilizer and
extra efficiency measures
have to be made well in ad-

vance of the optimum plant- :

ing time.

To enhance low starting
allocations, General Security
irrigators are increasingly
advised to go into the market
and purchase carryover.

The belief carryover is an
acceptable substitute for in-
adequate starting allocations
is highly questionable.

Contrary to the original
sound purposes behind carry
aver, water is now purchased
in autumn, often at inflated
prices, so that t‘arn]ers can
secure some consistency in
production.

State government needs to
recognise that irrigators have
a water entitlernent that they

Water allocations,

pay for every single year.

As responsible paying
customers, they reasonably
expect this to be allocated
appropriately in an optimum
timeframe,.

The extra commitments
via the Murray Darling Basin
Plan, the ridiculously overly
conservative approach to
allocation announcements
and the significant changes
to carry over rules in 2008
have all created serious road-
blocks and confusion for our
farmers,

Low starting allocations
then permeate through as lo-
cal businesses and commu-
nity services are negatively
affected by reduced local
spending and population
numbers,

The lack of clarity in water

allocations needs to be ad-
dressed, particularly when
the dam percentages are
good.

The rules and regulations
operating in ithe southern
connected system are highly
confusing as governments,
state and federal, continue
on their ‘'water reform’ quest
to deliberately impede gen-
eral security allocations in
order to ‘cover off’ on all oth-
er priorities and keep them-
selves 100 per cent risk free.

A full bank environmental
flow down the Murrumbid-
gee was recently released
from Burrinjuck Dam after
five months of excessive
flooding in 2016.

Nature, the State and Com-
monwealth  Governments
are all duplicating environ-
mental flows to the point
where the natural, Australian
‘boom bust’ ephemeral sys-
tem is not operating,.

The Aussie ideology of a
fair go is severely wanting
as communities endeavor to
navigate through the compli-
cated minefield of state and
federal water policy.

However, just because it
has all become so complicat-
ed isn't a good reason to not
work towards sensibly ra-
tonalizing and streamlining
water management,

Confusion for farmers = water a complex issue farmers need a fair go
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THERE are growing calls in
the MIA for a federal Royal
I Comniission into the Mur-
| ray Darling Basin Plan, after
| the eastem states accused

i them hostage at a ministerial
| council meeting on water in
Albury on Tuesday.

“8A Water and River Mur-
| ray Minister Tan  Hunter
| says South Australia will not
| negotiate on the plan until
| there is a guarantee an extra
| 450 GL of water will be deliv-
- ered upstream to his state,

In response, Victorian

Water Minister Lisa Neville
~said, “South Australia pretty

much tried to hold hostage,

or blackmail the NSW and

Victorian communities”

NSW Water Minister Ni-
all Blair said communities
would be “decimated” by the
loss of 450 gigalitres, while
MIA water advocates called
for more action.

Helen Dalton, Shooters,
Farmers and Pishers can-
didate at the recent Murray
by-election, wants a federal
Royal Commission,

“Out here  we're  all
fed-up with water in the
Murray-Darling  being the

political football of people

South Australia of holding

Feidey Decemibee 22 2077

KING SEZED BED: Formar Griffith mayor and long-time water campalgner Jim McGann said "1rrespectlve of whlch
government is in power, they're. aIl in bed logelher"

in Canberra and several
State Governments who are

puiting their own interests

ahead of communities on
the ground,” Ms Dalton said.

“The success of other

recent Royal Commissions
shows how effective they are
to allowing those affected by

a key issue to actually have

their say and not permit peo-

ple in power to hide matters

from public scrutiny.
Former Griffith mayor and

long-time water campaigner

Jim Mc_Ga_nn_ sald Ms Dalton
was “spot on'’

“Irrespective of which gov-
ernment is in power, they're
all in bed together”,

theirrigators out of business”

Ms Dalton said a royal

comntission must be federal.

“The South = Australian
Government has  already
called-for a State Royal Com-
mission, but given that they
are pursuing a request next
week for an additional 450GL

from the Murray-Darling Ba-
sin, I fear that their proposal
will be one-sided”,

‘The federal government's

- commitment to the MBBP,
“They are trying to price

however, was questioned by
federal water minister Barn-
aby Joyce not showing up to
the ministerial council meet-
ing inAlbury. =~ .
The exact reasoning be-
hind the no-show is not clear

with Mr Joyce's office not

returning calls to the Fair-
fax Media.

Griffith Business Cha
ber president Paul Pier
also backed calls for a feds
royal commission, and s
NSW  Government sho
withdraw from the Ba
Plan if the South Austral
continue to refuse to co
erate,

The NSW Governm
has rejected calls for a 1
al commission, saying
“would take years and wo
cost hundreds of - mlllu
nf dn!larq

they are all in bed together, they are trying to price irrigators out of business



Fran Pietroboni  26/3/18

Dear Editor

ABC 27 /7/2017 Water is the single most important natural resource for communities, who
rely on the Darling River for their livelihood, and water rights have been traded up and
down the river with operators with deep pocket to purchase water from small irrigators,
and that is the problem big business holding communities downstream at ransom.

The Barwon Darling Rivers while watching ABC 4 corners on the state of the river, and what
you see on the river is the first 2 pumps drawing water from the river into private holding
dams, millions of litres of water to grow cotton, as one travels down the river there are 11
pumps, pumping water out of the river into private holding dams, and on one cotton farm
they have 5 dam’s and the farm dams are of enormous proportions, and it was reported
that the meters were not metering the water, who has the responsibility for reading the
meters?

It was also reported that twe cotton company own 70% of water and one company own
30 billion litres of water, valued at $300 million, and in good years they produce cotton, and
when in drought they sell their water to desperate farmers, and make “more money than
growing cotton.”

How can a company own so much water out of the river and what about the environment
and the people who rely on the river for domestic water and the stations that run their head
of cattle and sheep.

Australians they needs a fair go when it comes to water, water is life birds, animals, plants,
fish and people we all rely on mother nature, and it can be cruel when the river dries up, the
animals die of thirst, “ drought’.

Governments have failed the people and tax payers in regards to the Murray Darling Basin
Plan.

In 2016 Griffith City Council made a submission to government in regards to water storage
for NSW and recommended the Scheme for Diversion of the Clarence River Tributaries west
to the Dumaresq River to the Murray - Darling Basin, the consulting Engineer in 1984 was
David D Coffey ( BE FIEAust)

To divert river flows westward from high rainfall catchments in the Northern Rivers area of
NSW and Queensland, and “governments fail to listen”.

PS. The land 15*" march 2018 Wilcannia, the Darling river is running dry, and the locals are
planning to play cricket in the dry creek bed, when the flood water do come down to NSW,
the flow is only expected to get as far as Bourke.



22" jan 2018
Fran Pietroboni

Editor

The irrigator
103 Pine Ave
Leeton 2705

Dear Editor
Menindee grape growers

How many people can remember going to the supermarket and buying
Menindee market grapes many years ago and what happened to all the grape
growers who produced the Menindee table grapes?

Water is the life line for any farming community, those farmers employed
many people for pruning, picking and packing their market grapes, and
transported to the market, to be sold to the supermarkets, and we the
consumers enjoyed the grapes.

It was reported on the ABC Late line those grapes growers have lost out, what
one saw were acres and acres of dead vines, what happens to the town and
the people? They become unemployed.

The Darling River and the buyback of water by the Commonwealth
Government in June 2017 from cotton growers of $78 million for
compensation, and water entitlements, and the grape growers were the fosers
again.

Governments buying water entitlements in the middle of a drought, if there is
no water in the Darling River for the environment, they are buying what? {No
water.)

The total area of the Murray Darling Basin covers 1,058,800 square kilometres,
or 14% of the total area of Australia and contains over 40% of Australian farms
and over two million people live in the basin.

Yours Sincerely

40 ,
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g systemwas neve
developed. it morphedintoan
out-of-date dashboard on the
Bureau of Meteorology'swebsite,
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L OUTCOME:$34 million for
- $3million worth of water.

Weekly Times27 Nov 2019
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How does one buy water, supplementary water, or entitlements, when there

is no water, the country is in drought,
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By PETER HUNT

ONE of Australia’s largest water
speculators has gained massive
market power, taking control of
16L000 megalitres of allocation
water in the southern Murray
Darling Basin in 2018,

Duxton Water spent $3176
million Iast year buying an esti-
mated 100,000ML; plus gaining
another 61,000MLagainst its en-
titlement holdings.

The allocation holding repre-
senls almost 14 per cent of the
total volume of the annual allo-
cation trade in the southern
basin - (excluding - zero-value
trades).

Maost irngators had assumed
Duxton’s allocation  holdings
were much lower, based on the
quarterly cashflow declarations
it lodged with the Australian
Stock  Exchange  over 2018,
which stated it had spent just
$1729m on buying allocation
water. However in its final anna-
al report, released on February
22 this year, Duxton revealed it
had spent $31.76 million buying
aHocalion water,

Pruxton Water Assets director
Alister Walsh has refused to an-
swer questions on why there was
such a large discrepancy i its re-
porting.

But the lack.of transparency
in Duxton trading and ongoing
concerns over it and other specu-
lators” influcnce on water mar-
kets, has tod federal Water

T T

p on 14pc of water

Minister David Littleproud to
promise a re-elected Coalition
Government would call in the
competition watchdog to investi-
#ate the basin's water markets.

Mr Litttleproud said the Aus-
tralian Competition and Con-
sumer  Commission would be
called on to “get under the bon-
net and have a good look at how
and if the market is working”

When questioned on his sup-
port for an ACCC review, Labor
water spokesman Tony Burke
said: “Labor is happy ta consider
any measures to improve integ-
rity in the Murray darling water
market.”

The Weekly Times is aware ir-
rigator complaints have atready
been lodged with the ACCC over
concerns that some waler inves-
tors:

PLACED substantial allocation
buy-orders to prop up the mar-
ket whea resource managers an-
pounce increased allocations or
il rain is set to case demand.
PLACED a buy order to set 4
floor: price and then sell water
through the same broker to dis:
pose of water al a marginally
higher price.

BID to keep the price within a
narrow - predetermined  price
band, confident it had sufficient
ability ta influence the market to
achieve that objective; and
INFLATED the n L price by
buying a number of small pareels
of water, when there was no
great depth to the market.

S PRy

Water = speculators has gamed massive market power takmg control
161,000meqalitres of allocation water in the Southern Basin 2018
There no transparency of water ownership across the Basin.
Australian people have the right to know who own and controls water.
What has gone wrong that NSW irrigators for 2018-19 allocation is 6%

South Australia has 100% and Victoria 52% allocation
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The real costs of water

What

dre we

actually

trading?
ERILDERIE irrigalor,
Mick Moloney, runsa
4800 hectare oper-

ation, half of which
Is irrigated, He is in the

Murray Irrigation area and

grows mostly winter crops
and some maize.

"We're definitely on our
knees, it's very hard to have
any confidence in irrigation,
we'lve gone from being
frrigators to opportunist
irrigators,

The general feeling among

Irrigators s that we're angry
and bitter and it scems like
the whole system is simply
being drained down to
South Austealia,

There's just a general lack
of confidence, It's (the Basin
Plan) taken security away
fram our business, you know
we can'trely on irrigation
anymore, you can’t plan,

This vear we onlv nif in

anymore, you can't plan,
. Ahisyearwe only putin
“athird of our usual corn
area and the whole thing
was i low mdeghi, high risk
exercise thal wes wonldn't
care g fepeat.

We carried over (water)
Inst year and bonght some
10 finish off winter crops,
but we've got no fall-back
this year.

{Before the water reform)
we had vibrant communi
ties, exciting husinesses, we
were able to forward plan
and fnvest.

‘The higgest change I've
seen in my whole career
has been the Basin Plan, it's
decimated irrigation. With
the river in minor flood for
most of the summer and
woro allneation i'chosn inst

Jerilderie irrigator Michael Moloney carried over water last

he has no fall-back this year. Photo: OLIVIA CALVER

unbelievable,

What needs to happen
is independent, apolitical
research into the Murray
Darling Basin Plan by some-
ane that's had nothing to do
with it before, a fresh water
ecologist from overseas or
someone like that, becanse

thaahnla thine s ke w ot

sume:ne like that, because
the whole thing is so politi-
cally tainted now,

Ihe fower Bikes wid
the Copronig noed 1 be
fncluded In e Basin Pl
because they're not ag the
moment. | would also like
ta know which politicians
own (or hayve owned ) water
and when they sold and
bought It in every state, and
their Tamilics.”

Third-gencration Yanco
irrigator, Bernie Walsh,
sold his properiy to walnut
growers last year duc to
the price of water and low
allocation.

“(The irrigation industry
is) absolutely Mawed,
honestly it's a mess and
that's the main reason we
ont (nt was heeanee we

couldn’tsee a future in ft.
What really struck us
Is one day we went o a
meeting in Griffith that
was an explanation from
State Water on how they

derive our water allocations,

We were really interested

because we were wondering
i ;

because we were wondering
why on carth are we getting
stch Jow allocations.

‘the explanation was so
congpliciated dht (g wile)

Htizabeth and Dwalked oy

Trom that weeting under:
standing little and thinking s
was all ridicalous.

We had 10 make our deci
sions on their decisions... so
we were making decisions
based on something we
didn’tunderstand.

Tt just got ta the stage that
the waler price was always a
lot more than what we could
make lrom anything we
were growing.

It was becoming impossi-
ble fur us, we had some debt
and we just thought this
is getting way too hard to
keen paing

It costus a heap of money

(To improve efficiency)
we put in the raised beds
and did a whole farm plan
to become more water effi-
cient, but it seemed like the
more efficient we became
the less and less water we
had to work with,

ltcost us a heap of money

summer are dire,

year and bought some to finish his winter crops, but 53ys

Robert Hoddle, Gun-
nible Pastoral Company,
Gunnedal, runs 30,000
mived cifrus trees.

“1 think we have got a ter-

rible shortage of water and
unless we get good general
rain the prospects for next
summer are dire.

competing widh the mining
Industry at auction;

My big thing is we have
to become more efficient in
vy we apply the water,
Fhelieve we could prohably
use half the witer we are
using, as they have in other
countries like Israel,

In our valley we have
competition between agii-
culture, mining and urban,
and urban is growing con-
siderably because a nuniber
of these quarter acre blocks
are all wanting water and we
Just extended tie pipeline
from Gunnedah o Curlewis
and are pumping out of the
same aquifer, which is over
pumped anyway.

The anly solution is
watet efficlency to me and
that [s just so important in
our sltuation. We use drip
technology so we really are
absolutely as efficient as
we can possibly be and its a
really good system. !

We moved from irrigating
pasture and licerne for
cattle into an intensive
citrus orchard, We went to
something that had a higher
return per megalitre,

It seems like the citrus,
niite and hartiesdises <o

nuts and horticulture are

1o become more effict
we had to have the water 1o
grow the crops to make the
wpaniey e pay bick the loin
fwvas i vidous cycle,

~ You can only heeonic
efficient to a point, and now
we might have areally good
layout, but there's no water
Teft touse it

Alll can see is the price
of water going up and up
and it's just not cconoruic 1o
LEOW C10pS.

U'm still at 4 loss with their
reasoning of letting the wa-
ter run down the river and
flushing it out to sea. | would
like: to see that scrutinised.

I'm worried they're not
enhancing the environment,
they actually could be
damagine ir.*

the real cost of water
the explnation was so compicated that the farmer and his wife, walked away from the
meeting understanding and thinking it was ridiculars, they made a decisions on something
that they did’t understand, the water price was always a lot more than what they could
make from anything that they were growing
| attedent the meeting a lot of talk and all the goverment people who spoke did not know
what they were taking about, they were all paid a salery

We have permanent
plantings. We grow 50ha
of vranges and we rely on
the nderground wator and
weeare finding thof duciog
e peak i January and
February when there is a lot
demand on the aquifer what
we can pump s restricted.

We have had (o put down
anew bore and putin avery
expensive pipeline (o auto-
mate our system to cnable
s to cotinue to produce a
permaneil crop.

We had 70pe of our water
allocation taken away and
then we had to buy water
back again and now in our
slrvation if we are buying
more water back again,
which we will probably
have ta trv and do, we are

probably offering better re-
tums than cotton and tereal.
The drip system is fantastic.
We have had it for 12 years
and the plliciency b e,
we getminimal evaporation.

1 think we have got o be
realistic. 1[you put water in
above ground storage you
will fose over halfofitina
season through cvaporation
and that Is huge, soif we
could do away with that we
have saved haif the water.

Governmenis have proh-
ably got (o focus on helping
people transition (o better,
more efficient watering
systems. Everyone is worried
about the water. there is not
alotofit”

< OLIVIACALVER and
LUCY KINBACHER
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Pre-requisite Policy Measures in the Murrumbidgee Lt

,
I

Enabling provisions have been included in the Water Sharing Plan for the Murrumbidgee Reguiated Rive /
Water Source 2016 to allow pre-requisite policy measures (PPMs) to take effect.
o

What are Pre-requisite Policy Measures? ARt
PPMs aim to maximise the beneaficiat oulcomes of water recovered for the environment under the Basin Plan.
They need rule changes to improve the use and accounting of water for the smvironmant in the southern-

connected Murray-Darling Basin.

Held environmentat water represents a group of licences that are committed 10 the environment at any one
time. PPMs are two new ways to manage held environmental water:

« To account for and protect ‘return flows' of water for the environment. Some of the water used in an
environmental event may return to the river as a ‘return flow'. These return flows are recognised and can
be used for environmenial purposes downsiream {environmental flow reuse).

=

e To provide for piggybacking. Waler for the environmeant can be releasad on top of unregulated flows. o
Environmental water holders witl be able 10 order water from storage during regulated or unregulated
flow events.

The measures are different from traditionat management of consumptive water and river cperations, as water
released for irrigation is typically consumed with minimal retumn flow, and is met from the most efficient saurce
available, including tributary inflows.

Rules for access to supplementary flow events will not change. Only environmental water ordered on top of
sp_gg)lemenlary flows will be protected from extraction or re-reguiation.
N .
L G N

AT AL | . , .
+ Why are PPMs being introduced? < oo ety

Basin State Governments agreed to implement PPMs under the Intergovernmental Agreement on
Implementing Water Reform in the Murray Darling Basin 2013. Implementing PPMs is ¢ritical 1o achieving the
environmental outcomes of the Basin Plan with the 2,750 GL/yr of water identified for recovery.

PPMs maximise the benefits of supply projects under the Basin Plan sustainable diversion imit adjustment
mechanism. Without PPMs in place, more water would need 1o be recovered for the environment to meet
Basin Pian obligations. T, e

DG
1n NSW, PPMs will be applied in the NSW Murray and/lower Darling and Murrumbidgee regulated rivers.
Under the Basin Plan, PPMs must e in effect by 30 June 2019. Measures in ptace must demonstrate that

water for the environment can use piggybacking and environmantal flow reuse for the efficient and effective
use of held environmental water.

How will PPMs be implemented?

The Murray-Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) developed PPM Assessment Guidelines. These guidelines
reguire arrangements for PPMs that are secure and enduring, fully operable, transparent and identify and
mitigate risks.

I ™
-1 ‘ ) . NSW Departmant ot Industiy | PUB1E/253 |1

RN NEW

Another meeti i
Anothe eting s.even government people in attendance, again they do not know what is goi
, trying to explain, as one farmer said | sold my farm to my son, less water to farm SO
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Sustainable diversion limit compliance for surface water

The Basin Plan 2012 was developed by the Commonwealth Government to provide the framework for water
take within the Murray—Darling Basin. This includes establishing sustainable diversion limits (SDL), which are
the amount of groundwater and surface water that can he taken from a water resotrce unit within the Murray—
Darting Basin. The SDLs ensure there is enough water remaining in the environment to keep the river system
and groundwater resources heaithy.

Surface water sustainable diversion limits

Surface water SDLs are specified as a long-term average annual water use at a water management unii {SDL
resource unit) level and on a Basin-wide scale,

The first step in establishing the SDLs was to determine how much water was being used by industries and
communities annually within a water resource unit. This is known as the baseline diversion limit (BDL) and it is
an estintate of how much water (on average) was used in the water resource unit area prior to the
development of the Basin Plan.

The SDL for a resource unit is BOL minus recovery for the environmental water, The recovery for the
environmental water has been set at 2,750 gigalitres for the entire basin, and the recovery targst for each

water resource unit, along with the BOL, 75 spetified in the Scheduls 2 of the Basin Plan 2012,

Sustainable diversion limits compliance framework

The Murray-Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) has the responsibility to monitor Basin-state compliance with the
SDL., with enforcement of SDLs commencing from 1 July 2019. The MDBA must establish, maintain and
publish a register of the amount of water taken each year in each SDL resource unit across the Basin.

Reporting and assessment of compliance with SDL will be undertaken after the end of every water year by
way of mandatory reporting under Section 71 of the Water Act 2007, It also expands on the existing cap
framework to report all forms of water lake, including take from watercourses, regulated rivers, groundwater,
run-off dams, floodplain harvesting, commaercial plantations (net take) and basic rights.

SDL reporting and compliance is at the SDL-resource-unit scale and is not intended 1o identify the itlegal theft
of water by individuals, or whether water has been taken in contravention of individual access ficence
conditions.

The register of take

Complying with SDLs is done using the process outlined in Division 3 of Part 4 of Chapter 6 of the Basin Plan

2012. This involves calculating the maximum volume of water permitted to be taken and the volume actually
taken each year. The difference between these two volumes is then recorded on a register of take as a credit

or a debit depending on whether actual take is less than or greater than the permitted take.

A cumutative balance is established that varies according to each year's credit or debit, A SDL resource unit is
considered to have exceeded compliance when the cumulative balance is in debit by an amount that is equal
to or more than 20% of the SDL for that SDL resource unit.

Reasonable excuse

Under the Basin Flan, a Basin state may claim a reasonable excuse when the compliance test is exceedad.
As the regulator, the MDBA will determine whether or not a reasonable excuse should be accepted. This
determination is based on the avidence provided by the Basin state, any supplementary evidence acquired by
the MDBA and the justification for the reasons set out for that circumstance.

NSW Depaitment of Indusiry | PUR18/590 ; 1

Water is too complicated to many hands in the water or should | say rain it is god’s gift.



THEWEEKLYTIMES.COM.AU WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 4 2010

LIQUID GOLD

NEWS 13

Water trades reap millions

By PETER RUNT

THE Murray. Darling Basin’s
biggest speculator  Duxton
Water has dived into this sea-
son'’s markel, trading and
transferring 32,830 megalitres
on to and off its NSW Murray
Water  licences in just two
months as prices hit $800/ML

The 12830 megalitres rep-
resents 191 per cent of all the
171836 megalitres traded on
and off NSW Murray water ac-
cess leences in the 201920
season, up until last Friday,

Exactly how much can be
made out of the water market
s reflectad in just one of Dux-
ton's recent trades, in which
the South Australian specu-
lator paid 8315 million for
5000 megalitres of Murrum-
bidgee allocation at $630 a
megalitre, which it then trans-
ferred to its NSW Murray li-
cence on August 6

Trade out of the Murrum-
Bidgee then closed on August
16, leading to a scramble for
water on the Murray that
pushed the price to $800 a
megalitre, lifting the value of
Duton’s 5000-megahitre par-
ced 1o 34 million

The company’s 2018 finan-
dal report showed it delivered
tofal retuins to its share-
holders of 40 per cent last year
and has since poured profits
into lifting its portfolio of per-

MARKET PLAYERS

NSW Murray allocation water trade in megalitres

manent  waler  enlitiements,
which grew from $173 million
last Drecernber 1o $248 miltion
by June 30,

One of Victorias largest
family-ownid vegetable pro-
ducers, who did not wish to be
oanied, said: “These people wre
making a quick quid out of
farmers misery,”

Boundary Bend executive
chalrman Rob McGavin said
the heart of the problem lay in
rules allowing pure financial

investors to hoard water while
pretending to offer financial
sofutions 10 irrigators.  The
olive grower said governments
should ban non-irrigators pur-
chasing and carrying over allo
cation water,

Mr McGavin also called on
the  Awstralian - Competition
and Consumer Commission to
urpently - investigate  water-
trading exchanges

Duxton Water assels man-
ager Alister Walsh said (he

trade represented both com-
mercial and pon-commercial
transfers from licence to lic-
ence.

“As of the end of July over
54 per cent of the entitlements
held by the company are dir-
eetly allocated through leases
to primary producers,” Mr
Walsh said. “The balance held
enhitlements is used lo provide
water supply through Forward
and  Spot  allocation  apain
through to irvigators.”

Meanwhile water brokers
Ruraleo and Wiitks Water have
been trading massive volumes
on to their own NSW Murray
Water Licences.

RuralCo  traded 24769
megalitres on to its NSW Mur-
ray water access licency in the
past two months,

Wagga Wagga broker Tom
Wilks has also traded 15868
megalitres of water on 1o his
wife Skye Bellamy's dccount,
which he said was a contrac-

tual arrangement to help cli-
ents. NSW Water register
records show 10,385 megalitres
of this water was traded onto
Ms Bellamy's account in just
three days leading up to the
Murrumbidgee IVT closure.

Me Wilks said the transfers
alowed buyers “who's WALs
aren't attached to works”, t
transfer water onto Ms Belly
my's licence, thus avoiding a
$450 a megalitre variable-us;
charge,

m

Trading out of the Murrumbidgee then closed on August 16", leading to a
scramble for water on the MURRAY that pushed the price of water $800 a
megalitre, lifting the value of Duxton’s 5000 megalitre parcel to $4million.
Water trading, those who have water to trade a making a profit at the
expense of farmers in times of drought.
We are a land of drought, bushfires, and flooding rains. Rain should not be

traded as shares. Dams were built to drought proof our land, to produce food.



28/2/19
Fran Pietroboni

Editor

The Area News
Banna Ave
Griffith 2680

Dear Editor
IN response to my letter to the Hon. Prime Minister Scott Morrison MP
23/10/18.

| received a letter from the Hon. David Littleproud MP, as quote.

In respect your concern about Adani, Water allocation for agriculture and
mining is the responsibility of the relevant state water authorities, and not the
Commonwealth Government.

The Queensland Government granted Adani a groundwater and surface licence
for the safe operation of the proposed mine. The volume of water available to
Adani is limited to the purpose of operating the mine safely.

Not one word about my concern of the low water allocation of 7% for
Murrumbidgee irrigation, and the Murray 0%, and the Murray Darling Basin
Pianin 2007 to take 42% of water from irrigation farmers for the environment,
in the middle of a drought that lasted 9 years, and the Commonwealth buy
back of water for the environment, too many hands in the muddy water, and
Australia is one of the only countries in the world that sell water entitlements
to overseas investors who produce food for their own country. En quote.

State Labour Government! The Water Acts of 1905 state ownership of all
water resource;

Administration of the Burrinjuck dam system by three commissioners, to be
independent of politics and parliament, and waters of the western rivers are
a great public resource which must be placed under public control to protect
the public welfare.

Today we have the Commonwealth Environmental Water who is responsible
for the environment water that flows to South Australia, which comes from
Southern NSW and Victoria irrigation communities.



Under the current rules the MDBA independently manages all the Murray
River’s storages, weirs, and is responsible for the release of water from the
Dartmouth Dam, that flows up to the South Australia border. At that point all
river operation is control by the S.A Government.

While our farmers are facing water shortages and high water prices, S.A
irrigators are receiving 100% water allocation in times of drought, and to top
it off the 5.A government selling excess water to NSW and Victorian farming
communities, price $500/ML, Rice Mill loss of 80 jobs, and dairy farmers
walking off, and S.A long week end in January fresh water classic yachting
regatta held on Lake Alexandrina.

Water has become so complicated, the Commonwealth Government that
environmental water available to retain the Lower Lake level at the expense of
the barrage flows, compromises the connection of the river to the sea, and
may put at risk, “Under the Ramsar Convention” the Australian Government
obligation, the international agreement to protect the Coorong.
It has been reported that more than 600 GL of additional environmental water
has reached the lower lake every year since 2014-15 to maintain the lakes
levels.

it time to open up the barrages and let the sea in, as our first explorers
found it, and let our farming communities keep on farming at what they do
best, feed the Nation.

Yours Sincerely

7P
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Market concerns
aired at water forum

NTA DICKINS

“TO try and take the emotion
out of this debate, change the
word 'water” 1o "oxygen'."

This irrigator's sentiment
seemed to have been the
general  consensus  at  the
ACCC's  water forum, for
despite Griffith's renown for
fiery exchanges on  water,
those in attendance put aside
their anger to start working
on the way forward.

‘the three hour consul-
taton on Monday at the
Griffith Iixies Club saw many
take the chance to answer
questions by ACCC Deputy
Chairman Mick Keogh to
highlight their experiences
of water markets. There was
an "unanticipated’ number of
people who came, over 100
from right across the MIA.

Speaking to Mr Keogh al-
ter the forum, he said differ-
ent areas within the Murray
Darling Basin had differing
emphasis on problems and
yet over it all was concern
over water availability,

"I think obviously there
is a general concern about
the prices of water and the
demand in the market for
waler. You could say that's
similar across all the places,
particularly with allocation
trades the way they are at the
moment.” Mr Keogh said.

Submission

2-11-19. Murray Darling Basin Plan inquire
Trading rain like shares
MIA irrigators have 6% water allocation 2019-20, Murray has 0%

The forum saw specula-
tion on speculators, ditfering
views on the carry-over sys-
tem, the difficulty of finding
information and prices on-
line, the lack of transparency
in water licences, unintend-
ed consequences of convey-
ance, a market with flaws
enabling water brokers to
manipulate prices for a high-
er commission, as well as an
‘outdated’ paper system that
hadn't kept up with modern
times.

While nothing he heard
surprised him, Mr Keogh
said what strikes home is the
complexity in the different
facets of the water market.

"We talk about the water
matket but there is a huge
variely of sub-markets that
make up the big picture,
The rules, the complexity is
quite amazing and is a real
challenge for everyone to
understand.”

While he stopped at fore-
shadowing what ACCC con-
clusions would be, he said
they would note increased
transparency and real-time
information on the water
market was commented on
atall three forums to date.

"In any of our inquiries
we understand that people
have views of the situation
from their perspective,” Mr
Keogh said.

SINCE 1923

: A SER A
DISCUSSIONS: ACCC deputy chairman Mick Keogh chalred the Griffith forum on
Monday at the Exies Club, facing an "unprecedented" crowd of over 100 from the

waterinquire @accc.gov.au

Who owns the rain —
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OLIVIER CALVER
s AR et o A ISR
MIA farmers joined thou-
sands packing the Canberra
streets in trucks, vans and
cars to protest the Murray
Darling Basin Plan, With
the goal to make politicians
listen, it seems their protests
have given them a "win",
While their end-game may
have varied from "canning
the plan® to fixing problems

CONVOY: Reuben, 11, and Jude, 7, Haley, and their cousin Jac

CONVOY WIN|

the show of solidarity seems
to have hit home.

Not coming away emply
handed, a meeting on Mon-
day at Parliament House has
resulted in ministers seeking
an agreement from Ministe-
rial Council on December 17.

Griffith rally coordinator
Leo leraci was incredibly
proud to be a part of a move-
ment  sparking potential
change, yet sald it was too

SINCE 1923

Y -

"We won't know how suc-
cessful we have been until
they drop the doors down,
and we see the rivers at the
level they should be for the
drought,” he said.

k Villa, 12, from Griffith protest at Parlia

“That'll be the indication if

we have gotten the message
across, And if we haven't, we
will have to think of anoth-
er way."

Over 59 people from Grif-
fith went along to the rally,

MoNsLEACALAILIUEGYy TYIRGE G G T

ditional 27 passengers on
the bus,

"A lot of people couldn't’

makeit, and L received a heap
of phone ealls from people
before to see how things are
going - there was a great deal
of interest,

"There  should  have
easily  been around 1000
people from the Riverina ar-
ea alone.”

He thanked the SpeakUp

ment House, PHOTO: Sitthixay Ditthavang

TtoRvawen Lllllllllllgll i ‘Jl‘g‘(‘ll’
ising the rally, Leeton coor-.
dinator  Robert Quudling,
as well all the supporters
from Griffith. 3
Rally organisers including
Southern Riverina lrrigators

leaders Chris Brooks and

Darcy Hare met with Minis-
ter of Water Resources Da-
vid Littleproud, touting the
resulting plan as a “win for
protesters”,

# Continued Page 3.

¥ Continued from Front.

‘The agreement would see
the Interim Inspector Gen-
eral Murray Darling Basin
Water Resources (11G) Mick
Keelty immediately investi-
gate the impact of the chang-
ing distribution of inflows (o
the Southern Basin on state
shares under the Murray
Darling Basin Agreement,

It will also consider any
consequential impacts on
state share resulting from
reserves required under the
agreement, including how
these interact with state allo-
cation policies,

Mr Brooks said although

the Minister's commitment:

was a win, itwould only make
an impact if the state and

federal government's agreed
to give power to the 11G.,

"For the first time that I've
been involved in this water
debate it's been really posi-
tive, " Mr Brooks said.

“The message 1 would say
for these people to take home
is you're going to have a fu-
ture... they've given me the

what we're saying is right.

"I look forward to working
with Mick Keelty to identify
the issues, that he can report
back to Minister Littleproud
by the end of March 2020,
and that's a short period for
us to tolerate by comparison
to the belting we've had since
2012." The NG will report

confidence that they accept  back by March 31, 2020.

MP and Environment Min-
ister Sussan Ley's office said
she had pulled the strings
making the meeting between
the organisers and Mr Little-
proud a reality.

“Sussan was able to ar-
range an hour-long meeting
tor rally organisers with the

Minister for Water Resourc-

A spokesman from Farrer

it s Yo a0

é



VICTORIA'S REFORMS

By PETER HUNT

SPECULATORY witvrirhn
will B v Lo full pabe
sertliasy, tader sweeping e
feiriss 4 be intaduced by Vie-
terion. Water Minisher |isa
Nevilfe.

In delivering the Govern-
menl’s respomse L Mee vecent
iy o witer markd
transprarency, hs Nevlk siid
changes would be made
ack and publish anyone ik
ing mure Thar 20 allecation
traddes dyear - predomiantiy
speciifabrs.

Tihe names of companies
s irdividusls who otn mare
than  percent of the water on
iy ieigalion system would
aabirbi: e pulbdic,

“Vitorian irrigators have
st & doar They have con-
v ahinl spevalators dis-
turling the water miarket and
thal prealer {Lanspareney i
neered,” Ms Neville said.

Victorian Fammwrs Foder-
ation water council drairman
Richazd Anderson said irriga-
tors welcomed the weforms,
gIveR OREOING SONCETN over
specalators flooding into water
markels,

By PEVER HUNT.

THE “relaxed conslraings™
el that underpins the fod-
eral push to Bt the Maray
i Daling Basin Plan secovery
Larget by ) gigalires to
BRG], is Rlawed, according
to i key report by NSW and
Victorian  government-ap-
¢ poinfedindustry experls.

[ The JHOCL torget was
enshrired in the basin plan by
the former labor Giffard
Government in a bid to flowd
i T5percentof the Basin's wel-
fands and floadplains, as well
s push apeak flow ol 80GLa
day aeross the South Austea:

Tz boeder. Rut state and fed-
exal water ministers moeling
in Brishane yestoriday were
told the recevery push for the
45001 hatta “high chanee of
fattore”, givent impacls of
higher fows on fand, busi-
aesses and local infrastrue-
tore. The model assumes
stute governments can re-
mave flow constraints - iR
ing dam ocutlel capacitics,
raising bridges, lovies and
roads, a5 well a5 pelting
wwner pproval fo flowd al
least 3000 farms and other
properties.

Three of Australia’s Jead-
ing water induslry experls

,20/7

Basin target has h1 h chance o fail

concluded “river operalors
witl ot be creating ‘managed
BOGHAD Rows at the Seuth
Awstralian bordr” and the
Commonwenlth was aircady
stecgaling with consheaints an
defivering  enviromnental
water allocated ageinst the
2080GL of cap equivalont
entitfements it ons,

NS Waler  Minister
Melinda Pavey said the re-
port showed need for 2 re
think on how the Basin plan
works, or it would fail. “We
need artificial timeframes to
he remaved and projects that
defiver real world outcomes
for our commaunities.”

Victorian Water Minister
{sa Neville noted that recev-
gring an addilional 4500L
was alt about “creating 2
man-made Jend 1o achieve
shvirpmental benefits™

Yol weve found ihat
undir the current modelling,
neither the communily o the
envicorment wild gt a pond
outcome, " she said.“We need
togo back and make surethe
midelling is real e and can
accurately esplain the impact
liis will huse on properties
and homes - and demon-
strate what environmental
outconis will actually be
dchjoved”

“What the minister has
done i in line with the YEFs
call,” he said, "My only disap-
pointment is that she hasn at-
tached allocation accounts fo
water-use Jiceaces.”

Under the YEFs proposal
nan-water users weuld be wn-
able %o trade, as they would

have $0 own a water licence
that matched the volume of
theie trade.

The VEF abso wants to see
water brokers buwed from
Irading water off their ewn o
relled-parties’  accounts. 1
practice that makes it imposs-
hie b Urack Irades,

Under the neforms, the min-
ster has directed the Depart-
mend of Environment, Land,
Water and Planning fo:
PFUBEISH the mames of e
panies that v 7 per cent or
more of water in 2 systers on
the Victorian Water Rogister,
to address moncpely behav-

our. The Geveriment will also
pursae legat changes to report
the same information for indi-
viduals witl groater than 2 per
cont;

REPORT on non-water users
in the market by fracking how
fhey we their accounts and
pursite Tegal ehanges to allow

ater speculators exposed

HAVE YOUR SAY

should large water
trades be exposed?

_meweeklyﬂmes.cm.au

publication of  informalier
ahout ellocation accounts will:
raore Lhan 20 traties per year

PONTRODUCE new rjuire-

ments 1o provide more clanty
on different types of frade, so
s clearwhat kind of purchase
or lransfer has occurred and 2!
what price; and

LIST the names of water bro-
kers who meet goverment
shandards and  auditing -
quiremenliasseciaded witl the
wse of Victoria's water broher
portat on the Victorian Water
Reyister wobsife.

Ms Neville said she would
enceurage et inferstate coun-
terparts o follow suit al the
Ministerial Couneil next weeh.

Ms Reville has abo calied
onthe Ausiralian Compelition
and Consumer Commission to
look al overseas ownership.
monapoly ownership and un-
helpfel speculalion, alony with
registration of brokers across
state bordess.

Victoria irrigators have made it clear they have concern about speculators
distorting the water market and that greater transparency is needed
Making money out of irrigators misery.



22GL of water flows 1000 km
from the Wyangala damto the
. GreatCumbung Swamp, =

Great Cumbung
Swamp

; 3 BSg aa e ;
§ Theflow links the river to key sites
also watered including Booberio
Creek, YarrabandiLagoonand
sitesneartheswamp.

ANNA CALDWELL
STATE POLITICAL EDITOR

THOUSANDS of resi-
dents  of drought-
stricken NSW towns
and struggling farmers
watched in horror as
federal bureaucrats
flushed 22 biltion litres of
water down a dwindling

‘swamplands,

The critical Wyangala
Dam'’s already low storage
level has plunged by
20 per cent just weeks
after the water release,

NSW Water Minister
Melinda Pavey (left) said

river system to land in

Starting at Wyangala Da

m in mid Septémbﬁ.

the flow peaked at aroun, 600 megalitres
perdayforfivedaysatForbes, =

last night the water released
from the dam down the Lach-
lan River on orders from the
independent Commonwealth

' Environment Water Holder

was enough to supply the
population of the towns of

Cowra, Condobolin, Lake
Cargelligo and Forbes for
over a year.

The CEWH -~ an inde-
pendent Commonwealth
agency charged with irrigat-
ing river streams -— told the
state body Water NSW to re-
lease the 22 gigalitres from
mid-September to help the
parched river system.

Water NSW complied and
the water was sent on its
1000km journey down the

Y A

Lachlan River where it will
sink into the Great Cumbung
Swamp in the state’s south-
west, That supply could have
sustained the population  of
those drought rmvaged lowns
—=somewhere between 20,000
and 30,000 people for al least a
year - which face the real
prospect of running dry.

A furious Ms Pavey said
last night: “1 would like to see
evidence that this was the best
time to release water for the
environment when the Bu-
reau of Meteorology is indi-
cating little to no inflows over
the next12 months.”

She added: “Even swarmps
suffer drought,” Rads

A spokesman for - the

» The Wyangaladam’s
capacity was 23 per
centat the start of
September.

B itisnowabout

18 per cent.

» Inflows to the
WyangalaDamin

* the 26 months since
August 2017 have

been 253 GL. System
inflows this year have
been just 9GL.

CEWH said yesterday the

water had “provided critical
flows throughout the lenpth
of the Lachlan to improve
the health of the river system
and make it more resilient in
the face of possible ongoing
drought conditions™,

One senior source from
the green agency cited catfish,
crayfish  and  freshwater
shrimp as important benefici-
aries of the environmental
decision. They also insisted
state bodies and local figures
had been consulted on' the
release of the water,

But Ms Pavey accused the
agiency of “blind recklessness”.

“Over the past year the
Lachlan = Valley has

Falf ksl
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Speculators and foreign-owned irrigators park their trades on NSW Government account

Minister peddles water

By PEYER HUNT

SOME of the Murray Darling
Basin’s largest foreign-owned
frrigation  corporations  and
speculators are parking waler
on NSW Environmental Min-
ister Matt Kean's accounts.

An analysis of trades shows
Canadinn owned Webster Ltd
and Aroona Fanms, speculator
Puxton Water, goForm’s Ca-
dell Orchard and others have
transferred . Murray  River
water on to and off Mr Kean's
Mutrumbidpee  water - access
Jicences in the past 12 months.

My Kean's WAL 36338 is
listed on the NSW Environ-
mental Water Register as a
Murrumbidgee Regulated
water licence that is “wholly
committed to the environment
at the fime of trade”,

The Weekly Times was able
to track about 6500 megalitres
of water, worth more than $25
million, that private corpora-
tions transferred on to Mr
Kean's WAL 36338 in the lead-
up to June 30.

That same volume was then
transferred back again as zcro-
villue trades in July, indicating

the minister was leasing out air
space for those wanting to
carry over water from 2019-20
into this irrigation season,

Bul other trades were difti-
cult to track, with three parcels
totalling 2593ML shifted off
Mr  Keans environmental
WAL from October 2019 to
February this year as zero-
value trades to Webster Lid,
which is owned by the Can-
adian Public Sector Pension
Investment Board

Another three parcels tofal-
ling BZ3ML were transferced to
speculators Duxton Water on

July 1 this year, plus 2000M1.
to the Auvstralian Executors
Nominees,

The register alsa showed
another 3000ML was trans-
ferved off the minister's WAL
on July 1 to South ‘Australian
atmond . company Aroona
Farms, which is owned hy the
Ontario Teachers'  Pension
Fund, as part of a careyover
deal

Carrying over water on the
Murrumbidgee instead of the
Murray systems, would have
saved companies  holding
water on Mr Kean's environ-

mental WAL36338 about $30
$40 amegalitre.

In the lead-up to june 30
Murray (below choke) carry-
over space was available for
lease at $60-570/ML. com-
pared with $30-840/ML on the
Murrumbidgee.

Irrigators have raised ques
tions about the minister’s deal-
ings in leasing air space on his
environmental entitlements to
big corporate players.

“Is there a process where it's
opentoali oris it just for a privi-
leged few?” Victorian Farmers
Federation water council chair-

How does some of the Murray Darling Basin’s largest foreign-

man Richard Anderson said
“Does it go to tender?”

Mr Kean referred The Week-
Iy Times to his departmental
staff, who said the Government
“trades in the same way as
other water users in a ‘blind
market' through broker net-
works and online platforms”,

“In 2019-20, the department
contracted as a service to other
licence holders in the Mur-
rumbidgee regulated river the
carryover of a total 9373ML of
allocation for total revenue of
approximately $300,000," the
department staff said

Short days
for NAB
branches

By HAKNAH DRISCOLL

NAB s to cut opening hours lo
three hours per day at 114
“smaller regional ranches”.

Opening  hours  will  be
slashed - to 930am-12.30pm
from August 17 at the affected
branches, the bank announced
last week.

Amaong the 28 Victorian
branches affected arve Castle-
maine, Heatheote, Kerung,
Nhill, Tatura, Cobden, Terang
and Timboon,

Coranpamite  mavor - Neil

owned irrigation cooperation’s and speculators, park their water on
the NSW Environmental Account?????

How do you park water? Some one is very smart | did not know
that one could park water, (Rain.) Or lease air space.



WATER IS THE LIFE BLOOD OF THE MURRUMBIDGEE
IRRGATION AREA

Orange trees are left to die no water




The MIA Flood water’s --- Griffith Railway line 27/6/1931
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ENVIRONMENTAL FLOW AGREED TO
Full environmental release will not occur this season until Burrinjuck Dam reach
50% capacity.

The revised rules, decided by Murrumbidgee Management Committee, will benefit
both irrigators and the environment by borrowing water from the environment, the
early predictability of irrigation allocation will improve, resulting this
season in increase of four per cent in the initial general security allocation
announcement to 50 per cent.

Since then Committee member and the DLWC have worked on proposal to provide
outcome acceptable to the diverse interests within the valley while maintain the
principles developed in 1998/99.

The modified flow rules include two storage thresholds in Burrinjuck Dam of
30 per cent and 50 per cent below which environmental (translucent) release are
limited full environmental release will not occur until the dam reaches 50 per
cent capacity.

The Chair of the Committee, Professor Kath Bowmer says that under
translucency rules a portion of the inflow to flow through to the river Lo
restore some variability in winter and spring. These translucency flows are
available from both environmental and consumptive needs where appropriate.

However, water specifically reserved for the environment, known as
environmental contingency flows, will not able available for off-allocation
access,

The translucency rule was designed to reflect climatic condition;
release made so far this year have only been about 13 per cent of the total
inflow, reflecting the dry conditions in the upper catchment. The recent higher
river flows are largely due to higher tributary inflows below Burrinjuck and
Blowering Dams.

Orange Juice

1st Sept 1999: Imports of frozen orange concentrate hit a high record of
548,000 tonnes in past financial year, light crop of Valencia oranges.
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Water prices. There will be an increase of 2.058 % in water prices this season,
the increase will be reflected in usage charges.
Land and Water Management Plan charges will also be collected at the rate.

For general security rate of $0.13/ ML
For high security rate of $£0.30/ ML
For town water rate of $1.00 /ML

The bulk water charge which was set by State Water, and will increase by 13 per
cent. The fixed charges will be $2.42/ML of allocation and general security it
will be $2.29/ML of allocation. The usage charge will be $0.82/ML for all

usage.
1999 -2000 HIGH SECURITY irrigation farmers in the MIA give 5 per cent of
their water allocation to the environment. And General Security 15%

MIA 2000 Grape Marketing Board
The year 2000 was the year that the NSW government deregulated the Grape
Marketing Board. The government took the rights away from the board to
negotiate grape prices with the wineries. (It called competition)
Each winery has a different price for wine grapes, and some times farmers
deliver their wine grapes and do not knowing what price they are getting for
their wine grapes per tonne.

October 2013 MIA grape growers are concerned that the Winemakers are
refusing to sign the industry code of conduct, Orlando Winery has signed up.
The code is designed to give growers more confidence when doing business with
wineries by prescribing transaction and dispute resolution guidelines.
The Winemakers’ Federation of Australia collaborated with the Wine Grape Growers
Australia on the code of conduct, so far only 33 wineries and less than half of
WFA board members have signed up.

Ist July 2000 Deregulation of the milk industry
Federal government National Minister for Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry
Warren Truss, 28Y" September 1999 has agreed to assist dairy farmers in the
deregulation of the dairy industry. Australian dairy farmers were all major
owners of the dairy processing plants.

The number of North Queensland dairy farmers economically viable were reduce
from over 500 farms in the late 1990, and in 2010 to just 55 dairy farmers.

The value of dairy after deregulation: Australian dairy export fell from
§2.67 billion in 2001 to only $1.98 billion in 2004. The price to the consumer
roses 41 cents a litre, and the farmer price fell 19 cents per litre from 53
cents per litre to 34 cents after deregulation.

Business who supplied the dairy farmers, feed suppliers, transport, contractors
and many more went out of business

10" August 2013 ABC Country Rural. The state of Queensland has to import milk
from other states. Dairy farmers have been going out of business the last 2
years, on account of low prices

Drought 2000
The year 2000 - 2001 was the start of the drought. The only trouble we did not
know how long it was going to last! 9 years.
Farmers went out and got themselves - a job, when they could not plant their rice
crop, and other went and brought water to plant their rockmelons crops.

Sugar: 1in the year 2002 government of the day Liberal - National party
deregulated the sugar industry and abolished tariffs. Cane farmers who received
5473 per tonne, after deregulation the price came down to 5279 per tonne a loss
of $191 per tonne.
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