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Murray Darling Basin plan inquiry

Waterinquire @ ACCC ,gov,au
Trading rain like shares Who owns the rain?

In 1999 Victoria consulting economists came up with a report that
recommended that water be traded like shares, and to separate ownership
of land and water. Under the proposed new trading framework, water
entitlements could be held by any person or entity, they will not need to own
land and water, water became a business to be traded and sold, and how do
you trade rain?

The question that we should be asking in regards to rain, who owns the rain???
It has been said that in principle we do, Theoretically, Australians own all the
rain that falls in Australia, that rain becomes a lake, rivers and streams that
flow over the land, and the underground water that flows beneath it.

That’s our water. It’s our common property, our birthright and water stored in
dams?

If you have a rain tank that the rain falls on your roof it is your property. Water
has become a complicated issue, every few years we have droughts in 2001 it
lasted for 9 years, and then the rain came in 2010, 2012 floods that devastated
Yenda and other towns in NSW, Victoria and in 2016 More rain and floods only
this time Yenda was spared, the Darlington Point road to Hay had water
lapping the side of the road, and the Murray River was in flood, and all the
dams were overflowing, and farmers along the Murray River went under.

The story goes that the farmer was about to lose his sheep and out of the
night, people came in their boats to help by cutting the fences and lifting the
wet sheep into the boat and taking them to higher ground, and then we have
the invisible drought 2018 -2019 that no one saw coming, only the people
living in the bush where it has not rained, and the soil and dams have dried out
and the rain tanks run empty.



Fran Pietroboni

Editor

The Area News
Banna Ave
Griffith 2680

Dear Editor
Re Murray Darling Basin Plan -- Australian Constitution

Section 100 of our Australian Constitution reads:

The Commonwealth shall not abridge the right of State or of the residents there into the
reasonable use of the water of river for conservation or irrigation.

History will tell the Australian people that the Minister for the environment in the Howard
Government was Malcom Turnbull who came up with the Water Act 2007 (international
instruments) the Act has put birds before of (legal) necessity, and has caused mismanagement of
the waterways in the Basin effecting not only the people and their properties, but has resulted in
erosion of river-banks dead trees and fish all in the name of environment that it was supposed to
save.

Water should not be a tool to be traded and sold. The water should be vested in the CROWN. The
water in the Burrinjuck Dam was built for the MIA to produce food, and from it the water should
belong to the people of NSW. It was built with taxpayers’ money.

Who controls our water?. It is the CROWN of AUSTRALIA.

The year of 1896, the Government of the day passed into law, the WATER RIGHTS BILL that water
conservation provided that all flowing water be VESTED IN THE CROWN and farmers drew water
from rivers for domestic and watering stock, and to irrigate, one required a licence to pump water
out of the rivers.

Yours Sincerely
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The Federal Government on the green paper on dams. ( History has a habit of repeating it self)

when it comes to drought proofing the region, what was built for our region was the Barren Jack
dam, and today we have the Murray Darling Basin Plan to takes away 42% of water from our farmers
for the environment, take note that the environmental water come from the Burrinjuck Dam.
Before the Barren Jack was built John Oxley and his party explored our area in 1817 and what he saw
was a country of desolation, drought and bareness; they had arrived at Mt Brogden near the
township of Yenda to day.

The Cycle of drought 1862, 1865, 1870 and the big drought of 1895 to 1903, drought was over most
of NSW, Northern Victoria and South Queensland; good rains did not come until April 1903. And in
1938 -1939 drought then floods, 1982-1983, Blowering Dam empty, 1994 - 1995 dust storm that
came rolling over Binya Hills, and the big drought 2001 to 2010, the rain came everything came to
life.

Burrinjuck Dam was built to conserve water, and water is the life blood of the MIA, people made a
go of it with hard work, producing fruit, vegetables, wheat, rice, cattle and sheep, the MIA became a
success story and you would find a job in the MIA, and now? Buy back of water by the
Commonwealth Government for the environment.

August 2018 drought over most of NSW, Victoria and parts of Queensland, and up until 2013
governments paid half farmers’ freight for fodder and water during drought. And in 2018
Governments see drought is no longer declared a natural disaster, even though it is as devastating as
floods and fire.

It is time to think of reinvesting in water to drought proof inland and country towns, the Scheme to
Divert Tributaries of the Clarence River to the Murray-Darling Basin, the consulting Engineer who
came up with the scheme David Coffey in 1984. Water for the Darling River would provide water for
Broken Hill and other towns along the river.

Yours Sincerely

F. Pietroboni
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The Area News
Editor Griffith 2680

Dear Editor Re the Murray Darling Basin Plan and what we should know about our history,
that in January 1829 Sturt and Hume exploring the interior found a river that promised to reward all.
Eager to quench their thirst the sun so powerful, Sturt and Hume were disappointed to find the
water unfit to drink it was so salty. The phenomenon of the Salty River was puzzling to Sturt and too
familiar, the long continued drought had lowered the river. The size of the river and the saltiness of
the water, the party were convinced that they were near an inland sea, for 6 days Sturts party
travelled down the river finding no change in the river until they discovered the saline spring in the
banks, no fresh water could be found the animals were weak and exhausted, Sturt christened the
River the Darling.

In April 1829 Sturt and Hume during the short time they were exploring the interior and in such a
season and the state of the country over which Sturt had wandered. Sturt had seen the River cease
to flow the water disappeared and as long as the drought continued the vegetation had disappeared
and was almost annihilated. Sturt retreated from the inhospitable Darling. Sturt expedition was
known as the mystery of the Macquarie Marshes and the Lachlan Rivers having failed to reach the
interior, they were determined to try the Murrumbidgee River

Captain Sturt on the 3™ November 1829 left Sydney on his expedition to the Murrumbidgee River to
find the way to the sea, down the Murrumbidgee River care had to be taken as the river been full of
snags and fallen timber and the danger of navigation increased, the men looked anxiously ahead for
the changes in the river and some adventure, suddenly the river changed to a southern direction in
its tortuous course, Sturt and his men were approaching a junction and less than a minute, they
found themselves in a broad and noble river, they had been shot out of the Murrumbidgee into the
Murray . Once more down the united streams of the Murray, and then a new discovery of a new
river, was it that mysterious river the Darling?.

Down the streams of the Murray and the Darling the party made rapid progress landing occasionally.
The men cheered by the sight of the sea-gulls they were near the sea. On the 9" February Sturt saw
before him a lake that terminated the MURRAY, CROSSING THE LAKE the little band landed on the
southern shores and ascertained that the communication between it and the sea was
impracticable on account of its extreme shallowness.

ON THE RETURN JOUNERY they all took turns at oars, for days they struggled up stream men falling
asleep at the oars. On the 8" April 1830 it had taken Eighty Eight days from start to finish. Sturt and
his men had travelled two thousand miles. This expedition is regarded as the most important
contribution ever made to Australian Geography.

Sturt wrote his disappointment that they had suddenly been confronted with a new experience.
And they could associated with nothing, the idea of a desert that all this seemingly desolated waste,
should one day have a value of its own and what they could hardly dream of .
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..History, exploration of the Macquarie.

28-2-2012

Frances Pietroboni

The cycle of drought has been since the first white man explored Australia.

Some years ago our water bailiff said to me. “Fran the Burrinjuck Dam was built for the MIA
to irrigate and produce food, and the Blowering Dam for Colembally irrigation Area, and
can’t you see what they are doing, and they are selling the water down stream”

The drip to irrigate the farms may save water, but the cost of electric is not cheap.”

Our forefathers were smarter then to day’s people they cared, and did ever thing the hard
way. With a horse and trailer no tractors, we have come a long way now!

John Oxley 1785 --1828

John Oxley in 1817 was the first explorer to explore the Riverina. John Oxley saw our area a
country of desolation drought and bareness. Oxley party on the 3" June 1817 arrived at Mt
Brogden near the township of Yenda to day, they were some distance from the Murrumbidgee
River.

History across the Black Soil Plains
By R.M. Brennan

EXPLORATION OF THE MACQUARIE VALLEY IN 1818 by JOHN OXLEY

The 2" June 1818 John Oxley and his party arrived at the Wellington Valley. There he
found his party who were building boats, and had completed building two boats on the banks
of the Bell River they set off on the 7" June 1818.

The party moved down the Macquarie River without incident. Kangaroos, swans and ducks
were shot for food.

On the 24" June Oxley saw the country as extremely flat and over run by acacia, dwarf box
eucalyptus and other species, and numerous lagoons now quite dry, the soil was rich.

27" June Oxley and his party had gone about 10 miles through a country as low and bushy,
when they were surprised with the view of a small hill, about 3 mile to the eastward and on
arriving at the top of the hill what they saw was nothing but another hill,

28" June the next day the party needed a rested near Mt. Harris.




































Fran Pietroboni part 1

Editor

the Daily Advertiser
Box 35 PO

Wagga Wagga 2650
Dear Editor

27/7 /19 Here comes the Bailiff a true story

History has a story to tell.

On the 3™ June 1817 John Oxley was our first explores to explore the Riverina, on arriving at Mt
Brogden near the township of Yenda today, Oxley describe our area a country of desolation, drought
and bareness

Hear comes the Bailiff a true story of a return soldier in 1914-18, and a city girl who fell in love and
married a man who loved the land, Doris Cheesbrough.

The newly opened Murrumbidgee Irrigation, where returned; men establish their own fruit farms.
Before irrigation there were sheep and cattle carcases lying all over the place on account of drought.

Many soldiers were disillusioned as they tried to make a living, the blocks were too small and many
were more fortunate. Ted had a go at growing fruit, but times were hard to supplement his income
he played the piano at Yenda picture theatre silent movies.

Reclassification Committee was set up and recommendation redesigning of farms and additional
area. And many had lost their spirit.

Doris’s mother gave the advice that marriage is for love, but one does not expect everything to be
perfect, and what a time to become engaged. Ted was to forfeit his fruit farm and move to the city
Sydney.

It seemed that most of the fruit farms were redesigned and were beginning to produce fruit.

After the initial struggle the M.L.A. there was a golden opportunity for any man to be on the land and
have a go at growing rice.

The Irrigation Commission would advance expenses, and advance three pounds a week, and
advance working and harvesting expenses, and in return they would have a mortgage on the
growing rice crop, and leaves what was left over for the grower.

Ted told Doris that he purchased a farm, and it’s off the beaten track, dead end of the road, up
against Mirrool Creek branch canal, this chap is a good old pioneer type who tool the land up in the
early days — flowed the water, soon after the Burrinjuck Dam was built, he has been in dairy, but









20/04/2019

Editor

The Area News

Dear Editor
Frogs and water came together

In November 1944 a long period of drought, and strong wind brought the
dust bellowing all day, and at night the windows and doors were left
open, and in the morning the air was full of dust, and then a shower of
rain came at 3pm and cleared the air and it brought the temperature
down.

Anna Cunial (nee Ceccato) tells the story of the dust storm that came in
wave after wave and it lasted one week, we had to light a lamp in the
house during the day to see and it was hard to breath, the dust storm die
off and then came back some days later.

Anna said during her school holidays the plague of grass hoppers that
came through Griffith and at Yoogali, Wards orange farm that was
situated on Conner of McCormack road, and Yenda road, the grass
hoppers ate everything in their path, the orange trees were stripped of
their leaves, then left and went onto Yenda and Binya Hills, and found
nothing to eat, came back to Yoogali and ate the rest of the oranges
stems, we did not go to school for a week.

On October 2011 Anna celebrated her 90" birthday, Anna had a little
green frog on her birthday cake, and Anna thanked the year she was
born, the irrigation water came to the MIA and also the frogs. Without
water, we would not have our frogs today, (Water and frogs go hand in
hand together)

We should all learn from our passed history, and thank those who made
Griffith what it is today.








































































































